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In The Beginning… GRACE
Old Testament stories of a gracious God

Throughout this series we will be looking at some well-known
stories in the Old Testament. However, we will be looking at how
the Grace of God shines through in each of these stories.
Often people claim that “the God of the Old Testament is different
to the God of the New Testament”. This is untrue, God is the same
yesterday, today and tomorrow. So the grace we read about in the
New Testament which was made evident by the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus, is simply, yet profoundly, a reflection of the
grace that we see throughout the Old Testament. Therefore
throughout this series as we reflect on some of the stories of the
Old Testament we will be looking at these stories with the lens of
“God’s grace”.
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UNQUENCHABLE GRACE: DAY ONE
Read Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
In the book of Genesis one becomes aware of God as our Creator.
Genesis 1:1 states, “In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth. Now the earth was a formless and empty; darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters”. The origin of creation was therefore God. He had
and has complete control over every aspect of life. God created
man and breathed life into him (Genesis 2:7) and then He created
woman from him (Genesis 2:22). When Adam and Eve sinned, man
became aware of “evil” and was banished from the Garden of Eden
and the continuous blessing and presence of God. They deserved
the full wrath of God, but through God’s grace they were spared.
One becomes aware of this pattern of grace throughout the Old
Testament, through stories of people like Noah, Jacob, Joseph,
Jonah, Gideon and Hosea. In the devotions throughout the next
few weeks, you will learn how God extends His grace to His people
by providing them with the opportunity to be redeemed and
restored. Through these stories you will learn how God provided
hope, by promising deliverance to His people. The grace and mercy
he extended to His people in the Old Testament points directly to
the New Testament and to the grace that Jesus Christ, our
deliverer, offers each of us. When Christ took on the sword of
God’s judgment, the way forward was opened to all believers. We
can believe that God created us, and we can live our lives serving
Him faithfully. We have hope because we choose to live a life of
obedience and accountability to Christ and the promise of an
eternal life together with Him.
Consider: How has God shown you His grace? What story do you
have to tell others?
Prayer: Lord, thank you for your Grace in my life. Thank you for
allowing me to share my story of your Grace with others.
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UNQUENCHABLE GRACE: DAY TWO
Read Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
We become aware in Genesis 6 of a man named Noah. Noah was a
descendant of Seth (a man who honored and obeyed God) and it is into
this genealogy that Jesus was born. The Lord had seen how “great man’s
wickedness on the earth had become” (Genesis 6:8) and His heart was
filled with pain. He decided to wipe mankind from the face of the earth.
Yet, God extended His grace to Noah, who: “had found favor in the eyes
of the Lord” (6:8). The Bible tells us that Noah was a righteous man and
blameless among the people of his time. Noah was called righteous
because he walked with God. God extended His grace to Noah by:
 Preparing him for the coming judgment (flood), v13.
 Showing him kindness and compassion (instructing him to build
the ark), v13.
We are made aware in 2 Peter 2:5, that God rescued Noah from the trials
he was facing: “… he did not spare the ancient world when he brought
the flood on his ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of
righteousness and several others”. God’s grace was therefore not only
extended to Noah but through Noah’s preaching, to all of the people
who had disobeyed God. This serves as a parallel to what we see in the
New Testament, in the sense that it is God’s will that we should come to
know Him and have a personal relationship with Him. It is therefore not a
case of God separating himself from us, but us separating ourselves from
God. The people of Noah’s time had been given a choice. God had
extended His grace to them, but they chose to separate themselves
willingly from His protection and love. Romans 6:19 says, “I put this in
human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you
used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever
increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness
leading to holiness”. God, our living, all powerful, holy creator wants to
have a personal relationship with you.
Prayer: Thank you Father for the intimate kindness and compassion you
demonstrate to those who love and serve you faithfully.
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UNQUENCHABLE GRACE: DAY THREE
Read Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
Noah was a man of faith. We see this in Genesis 6:9, where the
author made use of the following words to describe him:
“righteous”, “blameless” and “he walked with God”. In Hebrews
11:7 we are told, “By faith Noah; when warned about things not
yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that
comes by faith”. It could not have been easy for Noah to stand his
ground. God had instructed him to build an ark. A ship, of
dimension and proportion that had never been seen before
(Genesis 6:15-18). This ship had taken him considerable time to
build (about 100 years), and during that time he must have had to
deal with the opposition and derision and scorn of the people he
was living with. Despite this pressure Noah never wavered in his
belief, and he put into action what God had instructed Him to do.
We are made aware in Genesis 7:4 that Noah and his family,
together with two of each animal, entered the ark and remained
there for seven days before God sent rain. How do you think Noah
and his family might have felt while they waited for the rain to
come? Might they have felt foolish or stupid? Despite all the
pressure Noah must have felt, he remained steadfast in his belief in
God and he did all that God had commanded him to do (7:5).
As Christians today, we may have to face the same pressure Noah
must have felt from the community around him. In the media we
learn of Christians who endure suffering, opposition and scorn. Yet,
if God could rescue the righteous men of the Old Testament he can
do the same for each of us today. God is faithful to those who love
him. The same grace which was present with Noah in the Old
Testament, is available to all who serve God faithfully today.
Prayer: Lord, I am aware that I may need to make sacrifices in order to
serve you. I am grateful that when I have to face trials, I can rely on
your grace and your rescue.
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UNQUENCHABLE GRACE: DAY FOUR
Read Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
We learn in Genesis 7:11, that after seven days of waiting inside the ark,
God sent the floodwaters to cover the earth, “ .. on that day all the
springs of the great deep burst forth and the floodgates of the heavens
were opened. And the rain fell on the earth for forty days and forty
nights”. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. Noah and his
family were rescued from the flood and remained safely inside the ark,
while the rest of the world as Noah knew it, died in the flood. Noah and
his family were given the gift of life in God and in His new kingdom to
come.
In the same way we are, through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, given the
gift of a new life in Him and the promise of an eternal life together with
Him. We are reminded that God’s grace was continually available to all
who wished to serve Him. God provided the community of Noah with
enough time to turn to Him and repent of their wicked ways. In the same
way, God provides us with ample opportunity to turn to Him. There is
still time to make a choice to serve Him faithfully. Romans 8:31 says,
“What then shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us
all – how will he not also, along with him graciously give us all things?
We have the wonderful gift today of the knowledge that we have been
rescued from the “flood” (from sin). God is not our judge, but our savior.
This grace God has given us was not earned, Christ willingly took our
punishment upon himself so that we can experience God’s continued
forgiveness despite our sinful nature.
Consider: Where you would like to be today? Inside the ark (inside of
God’s will), or outside in the floodwaters (outside of God’s will)?
Prayer: Lord, thank you for providing me with ample opportunity to
make a choice. Today, I choose to …………………. Amen.
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UNQUENCHABLE GRACE: DAY FIVE
Read Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
We learn from this story that the flood did not change human
behavior. Man still continued to sin. However, God’s response to
our sin changed. After the flood God made a covenant with Noah,
in Genesis 8:21 it says, “The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and
said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of
man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from
childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures as I
have done”. God’s covenant with Noah was one of grace; He
decided that he would never again respond to man’s sin or
wickedness with destruction. Instead, God took man’s punishment
upon himself, through the gift of His son, Jesus Christ, who
sacrificed Himself for the sins of all men.
When we read the story of Jesus, we become aware of the manner
in which He demonstrated grace to others. Christ didn’t just
“show” grace to others, He acted with grace. Jesus did not just heal
the leper, before He healed him, He touched him. Jesus did not just
forgive Zacchaeus (the tax collector who had stolen from others),
He went to his house and visited with him. When Jesus came to
Peter’s house and he saw Peter’s mother in law lying in bed with
fever, He touched her hand and the fever left her.
Consider: How can we extend the grace which Christ has given us,
to others? How can we “touch” others with God’s grace?
Noah experienced God’s grace throughout the trials and
tribulations he faced. His story is a story we often hear over and
over again. What is your story? How have you experienced God’s
grace in your life?
Prayer: Thank you Father for the way in which you demonstrate your
grace to me each day. Please help me to “touch” others with the same
grace you have bestowed on me.
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UNQUENCHABLE GRACE: DAY SIX
Read Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
Become more aware of God’s grace today, by meditating on this
beautiful hymn, Amazing Grace Hymn by John Newton:
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.
Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.
The world shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun refuse to shine;
But God, who called me here below,
Shall be forever mine.
When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we'd first begun.
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IN THE BEGINNING…GRACE
Reflection on UNQUENCHABLE GRACE:

Welcome:

Share with the group how God has been gracious to
you or your family this week.

Worship:

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) – Chris Tomlin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe7OruLk8I
I Stand Amazed – Chris Tomlin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ue8ZCAc9xQ8
Grace To Grace – Hillsong Worship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sq3mrz_C92s

Word:
o

o
o
o
o

Work:

Read the story of Noah: Genesis chapters 6 to 9.
What pattern of God’s grace may we become aware
of through the study of Old Testament stories such
as that of Noah?
What choice or biblical worldview are we provided
with?
What analogies can you draw between the story of
Noah and our own story today?
What covenant did God make with Noah after the
flood?
What did God do to stop the circle of “punishment”
or the “destruction” of mankind because of his
sinful nature?

How has God extended His grace to you? Share your
story with someone else this week.
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TRANSFORMING GRACE: DAY ONE
Read Genesis 28:10-22.
This Scripture captures a wonderful moment in the life of Jacob. It is an
amazing moment of encounter with God. It is a moment that we would
all wish for; a moment when God breaks into our world and we know
what we didn’t know and experience something that we can’t quite
comprehend. It is a moment that takes a while to sink in; a moment that
we can feed on for a long time. Some would even be jealous of such a
moment – why has what happened to Jacob not happened to me? Why
him? Others might want to make a distinction between Jacob and
themselves. It won’t happen for me because I’m not anything like Jacob!
But common to the encounters the biblical characters had with God, is
that for whatever reason they had the encounter, it was not because
they somehow qualified for it. Some of the most unlikely characters
encounter God in the midst of a muddled, broken and less than godly
life. It was in the very midst of such realities that Jacob had his
encounter. There are strong currents of sibling rivalry, selfishness,
ambition, deception, avoidance, manipulation and guilt in Jacob’s life
before and after this encounter:
 He deceives Esau of his birth-right.
 While running away from his brother in fear of his life, Jacob
encounters God.
 He is deceived by and seems to deceive his father in law.
There seems to be no reason why Jacob would be the forefather of a
great nation. There seems to be little or no reason as to why Jacob would
find favour with God. Yet he does, not because of who Jacob is but
because God is gracious. God’s choice is to break in to Jacob’s messy life
and reveal Himself to him.
If this is true for Jacob and for other biblical characters, then why should
we disqualify ourselves from such encounters with God? If anything, we
should anticipate and be open to a grace-full God breaking in to our lives.
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TRANSFORMING GRACE: DAY TWO
Read Genesis 25:19-28.
Is there not a difference to our awareness of God’s transforming grace
and our experience of God’s transforming grace?
Life is full of experiences that are real without requiring our awareness of
them. Recent reports on sulphur dioxide levels in Mpumalanga being
amongst the highest in the world make us aware of a reality that has
existed for as long as the power stations, Sasol, and other related
industries have been in the area. A person having a crush on another
long before the other becomes aware of it would be another instance
when awareness makes the experience no less real.
And so in answer to the question: Jacob experiencing God’s transforming
grace, and Jacob being aware of God’s transforming grace is different. In
Genesis 25 Jacob becomes aware of God’s active and transforming grace
in his life. However this is not the first time Jacob experiences this
transforming grace.
God’s transforming grace was active in his conception (Genesis 25:2023), birth (Genesis 25:24-26), family life and events (Genesis 25-28) – all
brought him to the moment of being aware of God’s transforming grace
and all are part of God’s transforming grace in his life.
In speaking to some Christians, one would be led to think that God’s
transforming grace is an experience reserved only for those who are part
of the church. But is the truth not that God’s transforming grace is active
long before people become part of the church?
Consider your history in the light of God’s active transforming grace. How
are your previous moments of all your yesterdays linked to the greater
unfolding of the story of God’s transforming grace being active in you?
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TRANSFORMING GRACE: DAY THREE
Read Genesis 25:24-26; 27:18-29; 29:4-12.
In biblical times names carried great importance. They were not just
ways in which people were called. They were symbols of the hopes and
expectations and dreams that the parents had for their children; symbols
of who you were and what you were meant to become.
In Genesis 25, we are told why Jacob was so named - because Jacob
came out of the womb grabbing his brother, Esau’s heel. Yet the word
Jacob also means 'cheat' or 'deceiver'. Jacob certainly lived up to his
name. He deceived his father. He deceived his brother. He deceived his
father-in-law. He lived his life by trickery and deceit.
There is even a case that Jacob believed in this reason for him being
named and responds with a certain shame. In his story, he brings his
father some roasted goat, under the name of his brother. He put on his
brother's clothing, covered his arms and neck with goat hair and said to
his father who could not see, 'I am Esau.' Another time was when he met
the woman of his dreams at the well and introduced himself as 'a relative
of her father and a son of Rebecca'.
What are some of the hopes and expectations and dreams that you carry
under your name? Have you lived them into reality? Are you still doing
so?
Is there anything about who you are that you are not proud of or maybe
even ashamed of? If so, know that, like Jacob, God will deal with this
reality in all His transforming grace.
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TRANSFORMING GRACE: DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 32:22-32.
Jacob, anxious in returning home to meet his brother Esau after 20 years
of alienation, goes down to the river Jabbok on his own. There, Jacob
wrestles with a man. Later Jacob realises that it was God or an agent of
God that he was wrestling.
Part of the wrestle was around his identity. Jacob is asked, “What is your
name?” He obviously battled to use his own name, reflecting Jacob's
deep struggle to accept himself. This is why Jacob needed to answer this
question. To tell God that his name was Jacob was to acknowledge who
he was and what he had become. He was becoming honest with himself
before God for the first time. He was becoming real. No longer was he
Esau in disguise or merely his mother's son. Now he was acknowledging
who he had been and what he had done. He was Jacob - the one who
had cheated his brother, deceived his father and tricked his father-inlaw. It was a moment of radical self-honesty.
God’s active and transforming grace will always lead us to becoming
more fully who we are. Part of this is to own our lesser self; to confess
that we are not as good as we would like to be or even portray to others.
It is an opportunity to admit that deep within, there lurks alienable
tendencies that we wish were not. This is the path to rebirth to new life,
to God’s transforming work, to being given a new name or identity. This
is Jacob’s conversion experience.
Jacob reminds us that transforming grace requires us to tell God who we
truly are. God can hardly transform us if we do not willingly reveal all of
ourselves - even our anger and fears, our critical and gossipy sides, our
prejudices, our dishonesty and deception, our lustful desires and
addictions, and so on. God will always confront us with a question that
challenges us to become totally honest and real.
God asks you: 'What is your name?' How do you respond?
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TRANSFORMING GRACE: DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 32:28-30; 28:13-15.
In this transforming wrestle with God, a second thing happens to Jacob.
He is not just challenged on who he is and who he has become, but he is
blessed by being given a new name. After Jacob had faced up honestly to
who he was, he became more truly who he was always meant to be. In
the wrestle, God blessed him with a new identity and purpose.
This new name or new identity is a symbol of rebirth, new life and
transformation upon encountering God’s grace. He is given the name
“Israel” - one who wrestles with God; the one in whom God rules, the
one whose life is now tied up with God's purposes, the one who is able
to face challenge head-on. We have noted in earlier days, that Jacob’s
faith journey, like ours, is made of many moments of transforming grace.
But common to all moments is that they are accompanied by God’s
blessing. In the vision Jacob had recorded in chapter 28, God blessed
Jacob with the promise of nationhood and from that nationhood a
lineage that would spread throughout the world for its blessing. Jacob is
then re-assured of God’s presence, now and always (see Genesis 28:1315). In this second encounter with Christ, Jacob is affirmed for
experiencing victory in God’s presence and in the presence of humans
(see Genesis 32:28-30).
God loves to bless. These blessings come in many different and
sometimes surprising ways. Often they are connected with what we
need most. Sometimes God blesses us with the gift of forgiveness, or
with a deep affirmation of our worth, or with a new in-filling of Divine
Power, or with a renewed sense of belonging, or with a fresh awareness
of God's Spirit. All these blessings - and there are others too - contribute
to the miracle of inner change.
We can be sure that in our encounters with God’s transforming grace,
we too will be blessed with newness of identity and purpose. You and I
can be sure that in such moments, we will sense something of becoming
the person God wants us to be. We will even be given, just like Jacob
was, a new name that will indicate God's will and purpose for our lives.
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TRANSFORMING GRACE: DAY SIX
Read Genesis 32:22-32 especially v31-32; 33:1-11.
Notice too that a third thing happened to Jacob as a result of his wrestle
with God. As a result of his transforming wrestle with God, Jacob left
with a limp - a dramatic outward showing of an inward grace that would
be part of Jacob’s life from now on. Jacob walks away from this
experience with a new humility in him.
Up until this moment Jacob was able to manipulate his way out of
everything. He would wiggle and worm out of every situation and
progress carefree, as if whatever had just happened had no
consequence. But when he became real, when he was confronted by the
truth, when he and God had done business, he left less sure of himself,
more vulnerable, unable to walk away unaffected.
Note this immediate new humility in Jacob’s reunion with his estranged
brother Esau. He bows down before Esau, approaches Esau as his
master, offers generous gifts, values the reconciliation more than
anything else. How different to the Jacob of twenty years ago, the “Me
first” Jacob; the Jacob that would do anything to get his way or to get
ahead of others he saw as competitors.
When we receive the blessing of God’s grace, like Jacob, we are never
the same. We will transform and walk humbly, love mercy and act justly.
Our limp will remind us to be less independent - forever reliant on God.
How has God’s transforming grace worked itself in your life? How have
you been moved towards living life with a greater humility that relies on
God more than ever before?
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IN THE BEGINNING… GRACE
Reflection on TRANSFORMING GRACE:

Jacob’s life begins a little off-beat. His very name describes something of
his nature. He deceives Esau of Esau’s birth-right, he is deceived by and
seems to deceive his father in law. There seems to be no reason why
Jacob would be the forefather of a great nation, there seems to be little
or no reason as to why Jacob would find favour with God. Yet he does.
While running away from his brother Jacob encounters God in a dream.
On his return to his homeland, Jacob then wrestles with God.
Throughout these stories the hand of God is over Jacob, even though
Jacob has not lived a ‘perfect life’. In his wrestle (Gen 32:22-32), a few
things happen to Jacob and he is left forever changed by God’s
transforming grace.
Welcome:

Share a story of God’s grace changing the life of
someone you know.

Worship:

Offer prayers of thanksgiving for the grace of God that
transforms lives like that of Jacob.

Word:

Read Genesis 32:22-32.
1. Share a moment from your life where transforming grace
confronted you about the life you had lived, or were
living?
2. Share what you consider to be the first moment where
God’s transforming grace was active in your life.
3. What is one thing you know God has called you to do in
life?
4. How has God’s transforming grace led you into living
more humbly or mercifully or justly?

Work:

How are you to grow further in your new identity and
purpose as God’s beloved?
Pray for a future that relies more and more on God.
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ELEVATING GRACE: DAY ONE
JOSEPH’S DREAM
Read Genesis 37:1-11.
From the beginning of the story of Joseph we get the impression that
Joseph was destined for great things. We see how from a very young age
there was a calling, a sense of leadership within the life of Joseph.
However, we also notice that Joseph doesn’t seem to be ready for
greatness. Joseph displays the character of someone who is rather full of
himself. He appears to be filled with pride.
It is one thing to have dreams about leadership, about your brothers or
parents one day looking up to you, but Joseph brags about it and his
brothers like him less and less. To add insult to injury, Joseph ‘spies’ on
his brothers and gives negative reports about them to their father.
The story of Joseph is a lesson to us that it isn’t about how talented or
gifted we are, it is more about the way we treat others. It is also
interesting that at this point in Joseph’s life there is no mention of God.
This story reminds us that we must never become so obsessed with our
own success that we neglect to see the needs of others. It is a reminder
that we must never be so concerned about our power that we overlook
those around us.
Perhaps the greatest moment of grace in this particular passage is that
God allowed Joseph’s life to be turned around. If Joseph had continued
on this path perhaps there would have been continual unrest between
him and his brothers and their children and their children’s children.
Prayer: Loving Father, please teach me to influence with compassion
and humility. In Jesus name. Amen.
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ELEVATING GRACE: DAY TWO
JOSEPH SOLD INTO SLAVERY
Read Genesis 37:12-36.
There are a number of elements within this story that cannot be
overlooked. Firstly we notice the consuming effects of jealousy. Joseph’s
brothers were jealous of the way that Jacob allowed Joseph to be his
favourite son in such an obvious way. Joseph’s brothers were so
consumed with this jealousy that they plotted to have Joseph killed.
Secondly Joseph makes no attempt at acting humbly or loving mercy,
rather Joseph plays into being the obvious favourite. He does this by not
only wearing the richly ornamented robe that his father made him, but
also by being the one who runs to check up on his brothers in order to
bring back a negative report to their father. Thirdly there is the aspect of
grace. Reuben acts in a gracious way, he tries to save Joseph. In doing
this Reuben acts as an agent of God. With the act of Reuben saving
Joseph’s life we see that later on their lives are saved because Joseph is
alive. We are called like Reuben to act mercifully in any way possible.
The grace of God is evident in this passage in a number of ways. Firstly
the grace of God is evident because Reuben saves Joseph from the rest
of his brothers. Secondly the grace of God is evident because Joseph is
sold. The reason I say this is because Reuben wouldn’t always be there to
stand between Joseph and the rest of his brothers. Thirdly the grace of
God is seen in that even though Joseph’s brothers were trying to get rid
of Joseph, God will eventually use this act for good.
Prayer: Loving Father. May I be more like Reuben who stands in the
gap. May I recognise that You are at work in my life at all times. May
my eyes be open to the working of Your Spirit. In the precious name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.
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ELEVATING GRACE: DAY THREE
JOSEPH AND POTIPHAR’S WIFE
Read Genesis 39:1-23.
For the first time in Joseph’s story God is evident. There are two main
themes throughout this passage.
1. The Lord is with Joseph.
2. Joseph finds favour with others.
Joseph is sold into slavery, and in slavery the Lord is with Joseph. There is
a saying that “when we get to the end of ourselves, God is there”. That is
a reminder that it is often when life falls apart that we are the most
desperate to connect with God. Or perhaps it is because when life falls
apart we have less to hold on to, and so we become more aware of
God’s presence. In slavery the Lord is obviously with Joseph. When
Joseph was his father’s favourite, having those dreams about his
tremendous power and influence, there was no mention of God’s
presence. Now in slavery, and even in prison, God is very present. May
this be a reminder to us that when we are at the end of ourselves God is
there. May it be a reminder to us that God is with us in every season.
May we be more aware of God’s presence in times of hardship.
Secondly Joseph finds favour with others. Joseph finds favour with
Potiphar and so is given more responsibility, until his is the most
important in the household of Potiphar. Then, after he is thrown into
prison, the same thing happens. Joseph finds favour with the guard and
so becomes an important helper of the prison guard. The grace of God is
evident in this because it is preparing Joseph for something else. I also
feel that this is a reminder that our relationship with God should affect
our relationship with others. When our relationship with God means that
we are the salt of the earth, it is then that we recognise the work of the
grace of God in our lives.
Prayer: Father may I be aware of Your presence always. In Jesus name.
Amen.
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ELEVATING GRACE: DAY FOUR
JOSEPH IN PRISON
Read Genesis 40:1-23.
This story of Joseph in prison is amazing. It is the beginning of the turnaround within the entire narrative. It is here that Joseph is able to
interpret the dreams of those around him, it is the beginning of the new
chapter in Joseph’s life. When Joseph interprets the dreams of the baker
and the cupbearer, there is hope. If they can get out and tell others,
perhaps Joseph may be remembered. However, the baker is executed
and the cupbearer forgets all about Joseph. For two years! Then later
when the Pharaoh has a dream that nobody can interpret, it is then that
the baker remembers. This shows a turn-around in the story of Joseph.
When Pharaoh calls Joseph to him to interpret his dream, Joseph’s
answer shows a humility that he seemed to be missing before. Joseph’s
response was that he couldn’t interpret dreams, but God could.
This shows a level of humility that Joseph was lacking at the beginning of
his narrative in Genesis 37. Secondly, Joseph appears to have grown in
his awareness of those around him. The narrative shows that Joseph
NOTICED the sadness of the cupbearer and the baker and it is for this
reason that he ends up interpreting their dreams. Previously Joseph
appeared to be unconcerned with the feelings of those around him, now
he shows a level of compassion.
Our true potential will be reached when we learn to view those around
us with compassion and we give God the glory.
Prayer: Loving Father, please show me how to notice those around me.
In Jesus name. Amen.

- 19 -

ELEVATING GRACE: DAY FIVE
JOSEPH REDEEMED
Read Genesis 41:41-57.
When Joseph landed in prison that was the turning point of his story,
now that he encounters Pharaoh and is set free, this is the climax of the
story. Joseph is finally set free, free from slavery, free from prison. With
this freedom comes certain responsibilities. Joseph is now in charge of
the whole of Egypt. Joseph has reached his full potential. How did Joseph
end up reaching his full potential? He is filled with the Spirit of God. It is
by God’s grace. God’s grace has lead Joseph through rejection, slavery
and imprisonment. God’s grace has made sure that God’s presence is
always with Joseph, and Joseph has learnt to rely on God’s Spirit instead
of on his own abilities. Joseph is a transformed person.
The grace of God goes beyond Joseph though. This story shows us how
because of the grace of God, God is able to take something bad and use
it for good. God takes all the bad things of Joseph’s life and turns it
around so that it is used for good. God restores all that has been lost for
Joseph and more. Probably the most significant thing about the grace of
God in this story is; when Joseph is blessed those around him are
blessed. God’s grace in Joseph’s life impacts the people around him
positively. God’s grace and salvation for Joseph meant that the people
around him are also spared and blessed. When we are impacted by the
grace of God, saved and blessed by the grace of God, those around us
are also positively impacted. We are blessed to be a blessing. The Grace
of God is for the Good of All. It is not about favouritism but about love. It
is not about power but about service.
Prayer: Father, thank you that You are so gracious to me. Thank you
that You are able to turn even the worst into something that can be
used for good. May the grace that You offer me touch the lives of those
around me. In Jesus name, Amen.
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ELEVATING GRACE: DAY SIX
JOSEPH AND HIS FAMILY
Read Genesis 45:1-28.
The story comes full circle. Joseph encounters his brothers, the very ones
who sold him into slavery. Now he has all the power over them, he can
do to them whatever he pleases. Yet, Joseph shows them nothing but
love and mercy. Joseph embraces them and offers them gifts, Joseph
encourages them and forgives them. Joseph even tells them that
because of what they had done to them, God was able to work in this
wonderful way and so they are all saved from the famine.
Perhaps this part of the story is the greatest illustration of the grace of
God. The grace of God that worked in Joseph’s life was beneficial for all
those in Egypt and the surrounding countries. Now, we see that the
grace of God in Joseph’s life was even beneficial to those who had done
Joseph wrong. This sounds harsh, it is part of our humanity that we want
justice, we want revenge, we want ‘the wheel to turn’. Yet this story
shows us that the wheel does turn, but when that wheel is powered by
the grace of God it undoes the injury and provides healing for ALL. The
story of Joseph shows us how the grace of God enters the messy lives of
people and uses even the bad for good. It shows us how nobody is
exempt from the grace of God. It shows us that when we are truly
overwhelmed by the presence of God, filled with the Spirit of God and
live under the grace of God, we will be able to offer the grace that we
have received to those around us as well.
Are you aware of the presence of God in your life? Are you filled with the
Spirit of God? Do you live under the grace of God? How are you offering
that grace to those around you?
Prayer: Father thank you for Your grace. In Jesus name. Amen.
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IN THE BEGINNING… GRACE
Reflection on ELEVATING GRACE:

Welcome:

Has there ever been a time where something bad in your
life has been used for good?

Worship:

Meditate on the words of ‘Amazing Grace’.

Word:

Read Genesis 45:1-28.
1. In what ways do we see the work of God in the story
of Joseph?
2. How do you suppose the brothers’ were feeling
when they realized who Joseph was?
3. Why do you suppose Joseph responds with love and
not anger?
4. Joseph was under the grace of God, how does this
affect those around him?

Work:

This week go and examine your life. Ask yourself the
questions:
 How has the grace of God worked in my life?
 Where do others around me benefit because I am
under grace?
 Do I truly believe that I am under the grace of God?
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EMPOWERING GRACE: DAY ONE
SEEING YOURSELF WITH WORLDLY EYES
Read Judges 6:11-15. “But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue
Israel? My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am
the least in my entire family!” (v15).
There are many accounts in the Bible about how people see themselves
as unworthy. Moses said to God after he was told to go to Pharaoh:
“Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people of
Israel out of Egypt?”. In the text for today, Gideon also considered
himself unworthy and ill-equipped to do what God told him to do.
The problem with seeing ourselves with worldly eyes is that we ignore
God’s grace in our lives. When we look at ourselves in this way, we forget
that God equips the called.
We often doubt that we could ever be a significant part of God’s plans in
our lives and the lives of those around us. But if it wasn’t for God’s
patience and grace even the greatest prophet would fail.
The greatest obstacle to doing God’s work is by trying to do the work in
our own power with our resources. It is no wonder that Gideon regarded
himself as unworthy and ill-equipped. He was looking at his resources
and his status in the worldly sense.
What we see with our fleshly eyes is not the whole truth at all. We need
to look at ourselves and what we have in our hands, with spiritual eyes.
Prayer: Father God, thank You that, by grace, You enable me to do
whatever task that You call me to. Help me to trust You when You call
me. Amen.
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EMPOWERING GRACE: DAY TWO
WHO YOU ARE IN GOD’S EYES
Read Judges 6:11-15. “The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said,
“Mighty hero, the LORD is with you!” (v12).
Building on yesterday’s devotion, Gideon was hiding away in a wine press
threshing wheat. This wasn’t very effective because a wine press was
recessed. Threshing wheat needed wind. The wheat is beaten lightly and
then thrown up into the air so that the wind blows the chaff to one side,
while the wheat seeds drop straight down. Gideon was so scared that he
chose to struggle with the wheat rather than expose himself to the
Midianites.
Gideon didn’t have a great opinion of himself. He saw himself with
worldly eyes. He was the youngest child of a family belonging to the
weakest clan of the tribe of Manasseh. God saw this scared youngest
child as a “mighty hero”. The grace of God saw Gideon with eyes
knowing his potential in God. The fact that Gideon was hiding away
meant nothing to God, as He knew that Gideon could be a hero if Gideon
allowed God to use him. The account of Gideon shows that God was
right, and Gideon wasn’t who he thought he was.
The grace of God is always available to us in abundance. It doesn’t
matter in the least who we are in the world, or who we think we are.
God knows that with His help, we can achieve whatever God calls us to.
God sees who we can be.
Prayer: Dear Father, help me to trust You when You call me to any task.
As Paul said, “God’s grace is sufficient”, no matter what I think about
myself or what I have done. In Jesus Name, Amen.
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EMPOWERING GRACE: DAY THREE
GOD CALLS EVEN THE BLIND
Read Acts 9:19-22. “And immediately he began preaching about Jesus
in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” (v18).
If ever there was someone who should have felt the wrath of God, it was
Saul. Paul, as we know him, chose to take part in the direct persecution
of Christ-followers. Paul’s blindness was not only physical after Christ
blinded Him. He was spiritually blind and like the Jewish leadership,
refused to accept Jesus as the Messiah. The spiritual blindness went so
far as to make him ignore the resurrection and miracles that Jesus did,
which were signs of who He was.
After the grace of God fell upon Paul, not only his physical eyes were
restored but also his spiritual sight. He was able to recognise who Christ
was and open himself to Christ’s forgiveness. This grace empowered Paul
to become the writer of most of the New Testament. Paul received so
much grace that he laid much of the foundation of our belief and
struggles as Christ-followers. Paul submitted to Peter and the counsel in
Jerusalem and became the main apostle to the Gentiles.
The man who persecuted the Christians became one of those who faced
persecution for Christ every day. The account of Paul shows that the
grace of God is there for even the worst offenders. What great news that
is for us who believe!
Prayer: Lord, I am so grateful that You poured Your grace upon me.
Now I see You with my spiritual eyes. Amen.
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EMPOWERING GRACE: DAY FOUR
THE PATIENCE AND GRACE OF GOD
Read Judges 6:36-40. “Then Gideon said to God, “Please don’t be angry
with me, but let me make one more request. Let me use the fleece for
one more test. This time let the fleece remain dry while the ground
around it is wet with dew” (v39).
How often do we experience believers who think that God is punishing
them for something they have done? People are missing just how full of
grace God is. Would you question God after He has spoken to you and
proved Himself, by showing you a sign that you asked for? I would like to
think that even asking God for a sign would be pushing our luck. If God
gave us a definite sign, I doubt if we would dare ask God for a second
sign.
Gideon asked God for a second sign. This would seem to be extremely
impertinent of him. Yet God shows how full of patience and grace He is.
God gave Gideon the second sign.
We read that Jesus refused to give the Jewish leaders a sign in John 2:18
and 6:30. A sign wouldn’t be given, because they were hard-hearted. It
seems that Gideon wasn’t hard-hearted, he just needed to be reassured.
God’s grace was given to Gideon in abundance. After being reassured by
God, Gideon did indeed become a hero to his people, Israel.
We too have received grace upon grace (John 1:16). We can be sure that
Christ, who is full of grace, is ready to give us more if we need it.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to be open to receiving Your grace, knowing
that You empower me through the knowing of Your grace. Amen.

- 26 -

EMPOWERING GRACE: DAY FIVE
GOD EMPOWERS AND EQUIPS
Read 2 Cor 12:8-10. “That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and
in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for
Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong" (v10).
Many Christ-followers are reluctant to do what they are called to do,
because they feel ill-equipped or inadequate. Gideon was a prime
example of just such a belief. There is most often no other way to find
out for oneself if we can trust God, other than by doing what God has
called us to do. We must however be sure of our calling, especially if it is
difficult or needs great resources. God usually doesn’t speak to us with a
voice, but mostly uses the Word, a sermon, or a prompting by the Holy
Spirit. This calling should be tested by prayer, meditation and sharing it
with a trusted Christ-follower.
Usually believers learn that they can trust God by taking small steps and
doing various easier tasks for God. After time and experience, one will
learn to trust God. It is rare that God calls a believer to do something as
drastic as Gideon did, when He first calls.
Paul discovered that he received the power and resources that he
needed, when he obeyed God’s call. Paul understood that the more he
needed God to carry out his calling, the more God’s power was
displayed. It is this knowledge that enabled Paul to be so bold, even with
a constant threat on his life.
We too have the same empowering grace offered to us, when God calls.
Prayer: Lord, help me to trust You when You call me. Amen.
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EMPOWERING GRACE: DAY SIX
OBEDIENCE TO YOUR CALL
Read Judges 7:19-25. “They captured Oreb and Zeeb, the two Midianite
commanders, killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the
winepress of Zeeb. And they continued to chase the Midianites" (v25a).
Obedience to the call of God in believers’ lives is one of the greatest
struggles in the Church. Just understanding the call of God on a person is
a journey that requires obedience and maturity. It is no wonder that the
Bride of Christ is struggling today. It is only in obeying God that one
discovers one’s true vocation and purpose. When a believer’s call is
discovered, and in obedience to Christ, carried out, great things happen.
Firstly, one will discover just how active God is in the world. Suddenly a
believer experiences that God does communicate and guide through the
Holy Spirit. Secondly, by God’s empowering grace, he or she is able to do
more that he or she ever dreamed possible. Shyness, inferiority, inability,
etc. may be overcome. Ephesians 3:20 becomes a reality: “Now to him
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us..”
Gideon’s story shows that believers achieve whatever God calls them to,
if they listen and obey God. As I cautioned yesterday, a believer needs to
become sure of the call through prayer, meditation and the help of
mature trusted Christ-followers. Jesus spent much time in prayer and at
times leaned on His disciples when He struggled while carrying out His
call.
Prayer: Father, help me to earnestly seek Your call on my life. Give me
the courage to allow Your empowering grace to motivate and
strengthen my resolve. I ask this in Jesus powerful Name. Amen.
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IN THE BEGINNING… GRACE
Reflection on EMPOWERING GRACE:

Welcome:

When/how did you become spiritually aware?

Worship:

Suggested song: ‘In Loving Kindness Jesus Came’. (89 in
Celebration Book). How is Christ’s kindness active in your
life now?

Word:

Scriptures – Judges 6:11 – 27, Ephesians 3:14-21.
Ephesians 3:20: “Now all glory to God, who is able,
through his mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or
think”. Looking at the challenges and struggles in South
Africa today:
 How should the experience of Gideon and words
of Paul impact on the attitude of Christ-followers
today?
 Why do you think that so many Christ-followers
are negative about South Africa at present?
(Hint: spiritual eyes)

Work:

What can you do to bring the reality of God’s
empowering grace into your thinking and action?
What you commit to do, to make God’s empowering
grace a reality in your living? (Hint: How can you open
yourself more to God’s empowering grace?)
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CHALLENGING GRACE: DAY ONE
WHAT IS GRACE?
Read 2 Corinthians 12:9. “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness” (NIV).
The word ‘grace’ is thrown about a lot in Christian environments. We are
taught to accept God’s grace as a wonderful gift. But do we really even
understand the concept of grace?
“Grace is the love of God shown to the unlovely; the peace of God given
to the restless; the unmerited favor of God” (Christianity.com).
“Grace is love that cares and stoops and rescues” (John Stott).
“[Grace] is God reaching downward to people who are in rebellion
against Him” (Jerry Bridges).
Grace is a core part of our faith. Grace is God loving us and showing us
His love even though we don’t deserve it and never will. No matter how
hard we try, we all fall short of the glory of God, and it is His grace that
He swoops in and makes us worthy anyway. It is His grace that saves us.
It is His unwarranted love, even though we are often far from lovely or
loving.
This is not a concept that comes easy to us in such an egocentric society.
It is not easy to understand love for the sake of loving and not for
reward. Grace is a challenge. It is the picture of a loving parent swooping
down and loving their child – no matter what that child does or who they
are. Grace can be a challenge to understand; but it happens anyway.
God loves us no matter what we have done, what we are doing and what
we will do. He loves us in spite of this. He loves us anyway.
How would you define God’s grace?
Lord, help me understand and accept your grace. Amen.
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CHALLENGING GRACE: DAY TWO
GRACE FOR ALL
Read Jonah 4:1-11. “But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he
became angry” (v1, NIV).
Jonah was definitely a character in the Bible who was challenged by
God’s grace. He only wanted grace to be for people who already knew
and loved God and who lived ‘perfect’ lives. He did not want the
Ninevites to be saved by His grace, because they were sinful. But what
Jonah missed is that God’s grace is for everyone. That includes people
like us and people who aren’t like us. That includes good and evil.
Everyone means everyone.
We all know that Jonah lived in the belly of a whale, but do we
remember why he landed up there? He was asked by God to go and
warn the Ninevites about their impending destruction if they did not
repent and return to God. But Jonah, as a mere man, thought he knew
better than God. He didn’t want sinful people to be saved by God’s
grace. He felt that they were not good enough for God’s grace. But that’s
the point! None of us is good enough for God’s grace. That’s why it’s
unwarranted.
Jonah tried to play God by running away and not warning the Ninevites
so that they would be destroyed. He wanted their demise. But God had
other plans for Jonah and the Ninevites. He sent Jonah to the bottom of
the ocean in a whale’s stomach so that he could think about the meaning
of God’s grace, and to realise that he needed it too.
God’s grace is for everyone: those who know God and those who don’t;
those who slip up purposefully and those who slip up accidentally. God’s
grace is for all.
Has there ever been a time when you felt that someone received God’s
grace but you think they didn’t deserve it?
Lord, help me understand that your grace is for everyone. Amen.
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CHALLENGING GRACE: DAY THREE
GRACE FOR OTHERS
Read Jonah 4:1-11. “I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from
sending calamity” (v2, NIV).
We don’t deserve God’s grace. This ‘undeservedness’ is included in the
very definition of what grace is. It is easy to think that other people don’t
deserve His grace. But neither do we.
Life seems so unfair at times. It seems that people who do wrong get
away with it and people who do good often suffer. This doesn’t seem
fair. In our human eyes, we want misfortune to come to evil people and
only good to happen to those who are good.
But we all sin and fall short of His glory. We all slip up. We all fail
sometimes - no matter how hard we try. And God is a just God. He saves
us all. He doesn’t have favourites. He gives grace to all of us who don’t
deserve it. And then He gives us even more. His grace is limitless, which
can be a challenge to understand from our limited views. But, He is a
God who abounds in love and has compassion for all people - even if we
don’t think it’s fair.
Grace is challenging. It challenges us to accept our own shortcomings,
but it also challenges us to accept the shortcomings of others. And the
great thing is that God gives us the grace to accept others. And the grace
to accept ourselves.
“God's grace has a white-water, riptide, turn-you-upside-downness
about it. Grace comes after you!” (Max Lucado).
Just like God’s grace came after Jonah, it will come after you and turn
your life and your viewpoints upside down.
Lord, help me accept your grace. Help me understand your grace for
others. Amen.
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CHALLENGING GRACE: DAY FOUR
GRACE FOR OURSELVES
Read Jonah 4:1-11. “Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for
me to die than to live” (v3, NIV).
God’s grace saves us. It turns our worlds upside down and it gives us a
second, third, fourth chance. His grace is endless. And sometimes we
forget to extend that same grace to ourselves.
We try so hard to please God, to please others and to please ourselves,
that we become angry when things go wrong or we don’t reach the
expectations we set for ourselves. But God’s grace is new every morning.
He gives us His love every day, even when we know we don’t deserve it.
And we need to give ourselves grace. Whether we’re going through a
difficult time and feel that we need to be moving through the grief
quicker, or we have just had a bad day and feel like a failure – we need to
give ourselves grace. We need to extend God’s grace to ourselves and
know that we are loved by the Almighty always. No matter what we do
or don’t do. No matter what we’re going through or how we feel – God
loves us.
No matter how angry Jonah was about the situation and no matter how
angry he was with himself, God rescued him from the whale and himself,
just as He rescued the Ninevites.
We need to start learning the difference between our efforts and God’s
work in our lives. Failing to reach our goals spiritually, personally,
professionally or relationally does not define us. God’s grace does.
Allow God’s grace to wash over you, as you give yourself grace,
compassion and time.
Lord, wash me in your grace and help it to penetrate my own love for
myself. Amen.
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CHALLENGING GRACE: DAY FIVE
Read Psalm 45:2. “You are the most excellent of men and your lips have
been anointed with grace, since God has blessed you forever” (NIV).
Grace to the Rescue – by Deborah Ann
Grace restores,
the broken pieces
fills in the cracks
smooths the creases.
Grace heals,
the heart that aches
mends the wounds
patches the scrapes.
Grace renews,
the mind unravelled
reinforces the thoughts
that have been tangled.
Grace reaffirms,
the soul wanting
provides the strength
brings the calming.
Grace restores,
heals and renews
Grace always comes
to our rescue!
Lord, thank you that your grace rescues me. Always. Amen.
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CHALLENGING GRACE: DAY SIX
GRACE AS A CHALLENGE
Read Lamentations 3:22-23. “The steadfast love of the LORD never
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness” (ESV).
God’s grace is new for us every morning. Each day is a chance to give
God’s grace to ourselves and to others. Each day is a chance to start
again. It can be a challenge to understand and accept God’s grace, but He
gives it to us each day anyway. No matter how we feel, no matter how
we act, no matter what – God showers us in His unending grace.
No matter where we go, God’s grace will be there – even though it is
undeserved. Like David, we too can say that no matter where we go –
whether to the heights or the depths – and no matter what is happening
to us – God’s grace will hem us in (Psalm 139). It will find us.
And that is one of the greatest things to challenge ourselves to
understand – He loves us no matter what. He seeks a relationship with us
no matter what. God’s grace is endless and is for everyone.
Whether we think we deserve it or not, and whether we think other
people deserve it or not – God’s grace just is. God is the one who tends
us and makes us grow and, as the gardener, He gives grace and love to all
His plants (Jonah 4:10). It is His grace to give and He gives it freely,
expecting no work in return (Ephesians 2:8).
God’s grace is for all and even though this idea can be challenging, His
grace shows up anyway and always.
Lord, thank you for the wonderful gift of your grace. Amen.
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IN THE BEGINNING… GRACE
Reflection on CHALLENGING GRACE:

Welcome:

Have a group discussion about how you define God’s
grace. How have you seen His grace in your life recently?

Worship:

Read this poem about God’s grace together as a moment
of worship:
http://www.angelfire.com/sd/tetons/godsgrace.html
Spend a few moments with your eyes closed thinking
about what the poem says.

Word:

Read Jonah 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Psalm 45:2;
Lamentations 3:22-23.
God gives you His love even though you don’t deserve it.
God’s grace is for all.





Work:

When have you been challenged with the idea of
grace being for everyone?
Have you had grace for yourself in tough times?
How can you accept God’s grace every day?
How can you better understand that God’s grace
is for all?

This week, allow yourself to be bathed in God’s grace.
Thank God for His undeserved love for you no matter
what.
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SCANDALOUS GRACE: DAY ONE
OLD TESTAMENT STORIES OF A GRACIOUS GOD
Read Hosea Chapter 1-3. The first time God spoke to Hosea he said:
Find a whore and marry her. Make this whore the mother of your
children. And here’s why: This whole country has become a
whorehouse, unfaithful to me, God” (1v2, MSG).
When you first read the book of Hosea it seems angry and depressing.
Finding hope - and glimpses of God’s grace - can be difficult at first
glance. Many stories in the Old Testament evoke a similar response – we
sometimes wonder if the God of then is the same God we serve now. But
when we look closely we find it: evidence of a gracious God! Chapters 13 of the book Hosea tells the story of his relationship with the
promiscuous woman, Gomer. This marriage was troubled, and the pain
was real. The story of Hosea and Gomer tells us about their marriage, her
adultery, and the restoration. But this marriage is also a prophetic
metaphor for the relationship between God and Israel, and the story tells
us about God’s covenant, Israel’s idolatry, and hope for repentance.
Further, it is also the story of our relationship with God, our brokenness,
and our healing. It tells of restoration and renewal, through God’s love
and mercy and grace.
In this series we have been looking at how we, as New Testament
people, can find glimpses of a gracious God in the stories of the Old
Testament. These stories, like the one in the book of Hosea, reveal deep
truths about the faithfulness of God’s character, and about the unfaithful
brokenness of human nature. And we discover that grace is everywhere!
We see that since the very beginning there has been grace. We find
threads of grace throughout the Old Testament – and we discover that
God’s ultimate purpose is to heal us and to save us.
Prayer: Gracious God, the whole Bible is one great love story. Thank
you for using every opportunity to show me your amazing, scandalous
grace! Teach me to look and see.
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SCANDALOUS GRACE: DAY TWO
HOSEA AND GOMER
Read Hosea Chapter 1. “Then, at the place where they were told, ‘You
are not my people,’ it will be said, ‘You are children of the living God’
(v10b, NLT).
God instructed Hosea to marry a promiscuous woman. They had 3
children, whose names had prophetic meaning. The oldest was called
Jezreel, ‘God scatters’, after the valley where Jehu massacred the royal
family of Ahab (2 Kings 10-11), as a reminder that the current royal
family would also come to a fall. The second child was given the name
Lo-Ruhamah, which means ‘no mercy’ or ‘not loved’, and was a prophecy
of God’s heartbreak and Israel’s coming destruction. The youngest was
called Lo-Ammi, which means ‘not my people’, and was the illustration of
God’s disappointment caused by Israel’s disregard of the covenant.
This whole family was a metaphor for Israel’s continuous unfaithfulness
to God, and the names of their children were an expression of God’s
judgement over Israel and its leaders. Hosea didn’t just preach a
prophecy from the street corners – he was told to live the life! It was an
enactment of the consequences of sin, and the faithful love and grace of
God. He experienced the disappointment. He felt the pain. He knew a
little of what God feels, because he was feeling it daily in his own heart.
And he was instructed to practice scandalous grace in his acceptance and
faithfulness to Gomer.
Hosea 1:2-9 is the announcement of God’s judgement. Hosea 1:10-12 is
an announcement of God’s grace. There is hope! The names of the
children were changed from prophecies of doom, to words of
restoration. There is the grace!
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you that you use ordinary people like
Hosea – and me – in extraordinary ways, to show me how precious your
grace is.
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SCANDALOUS GRACE: DAY THREE
GOMER
Read Hosea Chapter 2. I will show love to those I called ‘Not loved.’ And
to those I called ‘Not my people,’ I will say, ‘Now you are my people.’
And they will reply, ‘You are our God!’” (v23b, NLT).
Chapter 2 is difficult to read. It starts with an angry accusation against
Gomer. It is also God’s heart-breaking accusation against Israel. Her
constant unfaithfulness is a breaking of her marriage to Hosea. Israel’s
constant unfaithfulness is a breaking of the covenant between God and
Israel. Gomer’s adultery is a metaphor for Israel’s idolatry. It is also an
illustration of our own unfaithfulness, and the failings of the church
today. If you read this chapter from all three these perspectives: the
relationship between Hosea and Gomer, the relationship between God
and Israel, and the relationship between us and God - as individuals and
as church, you will discover a gracious God’s urging for repentance. This
is a tangled love story of unfaithfulness and faithfulness, of heartbreak
and forgiveness, of brokenness and grace.
Hosea chapter 1 and 2 are an accusation and warning. The goal is not to
destroy Israel, the goal is to give an opportunity for repentance,
restoration and healing. God is not prepared to give up. In Hosea 2:1423, we read again of grace – we find a description of God’s never-ending
love. In spite of constant straying, adultery, idolatry and sin, God is there,
saying: “I will win her back once again. I will lead her into the desert
and speak tenderly to her there” (v14, NLT).
From the very beginning of time, from the stories in the Old Testament
until now, God’s people stray. And yet, from the beginning, there is
grace. Again and again. It’s scandalous!
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for loving me. Especially when I stray.
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SCANDALOUS GRACE: DAY FOUR
COMPLICATED RELATIONSHIPS
Read Hosea Chapter 3.
A tempestuous marriage. An unfaithful wife. A forgiving husband.
Children of heartbreak. What seems to be a soap opera, is really a story
of scandalous grace. It is a picture of God’s love and faithfulness to his
unloving and unfaithful people. The promises woven into the story of
Hosea and Gomer not only apply to the people of Israel of their time, but
also to us, today. God loves us and remains faithful to us, even when we
stray and walk away. His arms and heart stay open. His marriage vows to
us remain true, even when we break them with our straying. All that God
asks from us, in return for his amazing grace, is our repentance and
return. Our God is not a God looking for angry judgement. He is a
gracious God. The endless love of God is illustrated by His instruction to
Hosea to take Gomer back, pay back her debts, forgive her adultery, and
love her again. Gomer did not deserve Hosea’s love, yet he continued to
love her. Like Hosea, God loves Israel. Again and again. And he loves us,
his beloved people, and his church. Again and again. No matter how
often we are unfaithful.
The book of Hosea has three main themes: Israel has rebelled, God will
bring severe consequences, BUT God’s love and mercy are more
powerful than Israel’s sin. The Bible has the same three themes, from the
beginning: we rebel, we deserve severe consequences, but our gracious
God’s love and mercy are bigger than our sin. This is the greatest story of
love. This is what the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus offers us. This
is amazing grace!
Prayer: Gracious God, you pay the price for my sin. Help me to remain
faithful to you. Give me a heart of love for you.
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SCANDALOUS GRACE: DAY FIVE
SCANDALOUS GRACE
Read Hosea Chapter 1-3 again. Try a different translation.
We read in the Old Testament stories that God chose Israel, from the
very beginning of time, and he led them like a loving Father who cares
for his children. He created a covenant with them. Over and over again,
Israel broke the covenant, and over and over again, God forgave them
and re-affirmed the covenant.
In the book of Hosea, we see that Israel was accused of adultery and
idolatry and breaking the marriage vows with God. Hosea reminds us
that God created a covenant with Israel in the very beginning, when they
were freed from Egypt and when he brought them to the promised land.
And Hosea reminds us that God’s people have always been unfaithful
and have always broken the covenant. The accusations and warnings of
Hosea are not destructive, they are calls to repentance and
reconciliation. God desired love, intimacy, commitment and faithfulness
from Israel, and in the same way, God longs for a deep relationship with
us today.
The central theme of the book of Hosea, is God’s unfathomable and
unfailing love for his beloved but unfaithful people. This love is prepared
forgive and to make to make a new start, in spite of our sins. From the
very beginning humans were unfaithful, and from the very beginning
God was gracious. His love wants to give us a new future, a future of
hope and intimacy and peace.
Jesus was the fulfilment of the prophetic promises of the Old Testament,
and he calls us – his people - to become part of the new covenant. The
gospels tell us that Jesus became human so he could fulfil both God’s
part of the covenant, and humankind’s part of the covenant. So we can
be free. This is our gift from a gracious God.
Prayer: Gracious God, you look at my constant unfaithfulness, and you
offer me constant scandalous grace in return.
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SCANDALOUS GRACE: DAY SIX
IN THE BEGINNING… GRACE
Read Hosea Chapter 3, and Romans 5:6-9.
It is important to note that God told Hosea to “go and love your wife
again, even though she commits adultery with another lover” (3:1a). He
didn’t say that Gomer had to repent first. She didn’t need to leave her
lovers first. Hosea had to find her, pursue her, pay a price for her, rescue
her and love her again. Can you imagine what that would have been like
for Hosea? The pain, the anger, the shame, the grief? The entire
marriage of Hosea and Gomer is an enactment of a prophecy of grace.
God says that that is what his love for us is like - while we are still
sinners! “God’s grace is prevenient, it goes before us, while we are still
sinful, God loves us. God’s grace is justifying, God accepts us, pays the
price for us. God’s grace is sanctifying, it transforms us, it is through the
grace of God, the unconditional acceptance and love that we are
transformed. This prophecy which is acted out through the life of Hosea
and his family, show us more about the grace of God than we could ever
imagine” – Louise Wernich.
In this sermon series, we look at God’s unquenchable grace through the
story of Noah, we see God’s transforming grace through Jacob, we find
God’s elevating grace together with Joseph, we accept God’s
empowering grace with Gideon, we experience God’s challenging grace
as Jonah did, and we live in God’s scandalous grace like Hosea. Can you
see it now? Can you find the grace? The grace that is so amazing, that
even today it would be too difficult for us to extend it to our loved ones.
Yet that is what God offers us every day - undeserved, scandalous,
unconditional grace. Just as he has from the very beginning.
Prayer: Gracious God, what a precious gift your scandalous grace is!
Help me to receive it every day. Teach me to share it with others every
day.
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IN THE BEGINNING… GRACE
Reflection on SCANDALOUS GRACE:

Welcome:

Share a story of a time where someone extended great
grace to you, when you didn’t expect it. How did that
feel? Why do you think it stands out in your mind?

Worship:

Sing ‘Your Grace Finds Me’ by Chris Tomlin:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amTCngr487o
Spend some time in silence after the song, reflecting on
the words. Breathe deeply and slowly. Breathe in singing
to yourself: ‘I’m breathing in your grace..’, and exhale to
the words: ‘and I’m breathing out your praise…’ Do this a
few times, till you feel your body relaxing into the
healing grace of God. Thank God for searching for you, to
give you his grace.

Word:

Read Hosea Chapter 1-3, and Romans 5:6-9.
 In the story of the marriage of Hosea and Gomer,
what are the two levels of metaphors? Who else
does this story refer to?
 Has God turned your pain and shame into a
message? Has God used your story to tell his story?
 Is your life a prophecy of grace? When people get to
know you, do they see God’s grace in action? What
do you need to change? How can you do this better?
 Has this series changed the way you view some of
the stories in the Old Testament? In what way?
 Has this series changed the way you think about
God? In what way?

Work:

Go and share God’s scandalous grace with others.
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