DAILY DEVOTIONAL

BOOKLET

This booklet can be used as a stand-alone daily devotional. Or, if you
would like to follow the sermons, they can be downloaded from our
website at www.northfield.co.za or a cd-set of the sermon series is
available for sale in our bookshop, and can be used as an
accompaniment for this booklet. If you are using the devotions together
with the sermon series at Northfield Methodist Church, then the
readings start the day AFTER the sermon is preached, and the start date
for each reading is:
BEYOND WORDS
WHEN THINGS GO WRONG
WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT
SEEKING GOD
BEING CHANGED
FROM WORDS TO ACTION

Page 02
Page 09
Page 16
Page 23
Page 30
Page 37

23 September 2019
30 September 2019
07 October 2019
14 October 2019
21 October 2019
28 October 2019

These devotions are written by a team of writers and ministers from
Northfield Methodist Church. An electronic version of this booklet that is
formatted for easy reading on your tablet or phone, can be downloaded
from our website, or you can request to be added to the email list.
These daily devotions booklets are free of charge. They go to our
congregation, and they are used for personal devotions and by Bible
study and cell groups. Our visitations teams also take them to people
who are in hospitals and who are home-bound, and to aged-care
facilities and prisons. To keep these booklets free, and to be able to print
as many as possible to spread them far and wide, we really need your
help! To make any contribution towards our costs, please use the
banking details:
Northfield Methodist Church
Standard Bank Account Number: 02 105 9446
Branch Code: 013 042
Please use DEVOTIONS as the reference. Email proof of payment to
Jackie: jackie@nfmc.org.za
Thank you for your support of this ministry! For more information,
contact Jackie at 010 140 0210, or email at jackie@nfmc.org.za.
©Northfield Methodist Church.

WORDS TO LIVE BY
Our words are important. The words we use shape our view of the
world, our responses to the things that happen to us, how we act
and what we believe. Nowhere is this more important than when it
comes to the words we use when speaking about God, faith, and
what happens in our lives when we seek to follow Jesus.
This series explores a “vocabulary of faith”, picking up some
common words that we use, and seeking to understand how our
words don’t just shape what we think or believe, but also how we
act. When we live what we say - when our words and actions align
- then our discipleship deepens, and our faith becomes more
vibrant.
Each week there are three interrelated words that form the
“vocabulary” we are exploring. As we explore these words, we
apply them in practical ways to our lives and how they - and the
ideas they express - can help us live in deeper union with God,
becoming ever more Christlike. They become words we can live by.
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BEYOND WORDS: DAY ONE
WORDS
Read John 1:1-4. “The Word gave life to everything that was
created, and his life brought light to everyone” (v4, NLT).
Words are important. They carry meaning. And if your meaning
and my meaning of a word differs, then we can talk as much as we
like, we will still misunderstand each other. Nowhere is this more
important than when we use words of faith; words about God, and
words about our lives. How we interpret these words can play a
huge role in the choices we make. In each week of this series,
there are three related words that form the vocabulary of faith
that we are exploring. As we explore these words, we hope that
you will apply them in practical ways in your life, so that they – and
the ideas that they express – can help us to live in deeper union
with God, becoming ever more Christlike. We pray that you
discover that these words actually go beyond words – that become
words to live by.
In this series, we start with the words God, Trinity and Incarnation
in ‘Beyond Words’. We explore Sin, Fall and Repentance in ‘When
Things Go Wrong’. We deconstruct Saved, Redeemed and Grace in
‘When Things Go Right’, we investigate Faith, Belief and Religion in
‘Seeking God’, we delve into Sanctification, Righteousness and
Holiness in ‘Being Changed’, and in the last week of this series we
deal with the words Disciple, Kingdom of God and Obedience in
‘From Words To Action’.
In the Bible, ‘The Word’ is often used as a metaphor for God. In
John 1:1-4 we read that The Word brings us light and life. The God
who is beyond words, is the ultimate Word to live by.
Prayer: Thank you, Word, that you give me life and light.
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BEYOND WORDS: DAY TWO
GOD
Read Exodus 3:1-15. “God replied to Moses, “I am who i am. Say
this to the people of Israel: I am has sent me to you.” God also
said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God
of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my eternal name,
my name to remember for all generations” (v14-15, NLT).
When we speak about God we need to be careful – our words can
never grasp or define the complexity and mystery and majesty of
God. Our words are always just metaphors, reaching for a truth
that is beyond words. Until we realise this our God will always be
too small; an idol, rather than the living, Eternal God of scripture.
In Exodus when Moses asks for God’s name, the name God gives is
not really a name at all. It does not define God, it does not allow
Moses to get a handle on God. The name of God given to Moses –
YHWH – raises more questions than it answers, and invites us into
the deep mystery of God. Likewise, the New Testament speaks of
Jesus as the manifestation of God, but not in the sense that Jesus
limits God, or reduces God to what we can grasp and understand.
Rather Jesus gives us a glimpse, a doorway by which we enter even
more deeply into the mystery of God.
This week we invite you to use the word ‘God’, not as a defining
word, but as an open-ended word that leads us into questions,
mystery, awe and wonder – a word to live by. Every day in the
breath prayer we will use a different name for God. Some may be
strange. Some may be familiar. Each one will barely begin to
describe a God who is indescribable.
Prayer: YHWH, you are Holy mystery, and you are beyond words.
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BEYOND WORDS: DAY THREE
TRINITY
Read Matthew 28:16-20. “Therefore, go and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit (v19, TPT).
The idea of Trinity has challenged people throughout time. This is
yet another word about God that just is never enough to explain
what is essentially unexplainable, and utterly beyond words. From
the beginning of creation in Genesis to the end of time in
Revelation, God refers to himself as ‘us’ or ‘our’. The word trinity
comes from ‘tri’ meaning three and ‘unity’ meaning one. God is
three distinct individuals - God the Father, the Son Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit - in one true God.
There are three facets, three aspects, three characteristics of God
that are distinctly different, yet all one God. The three ‘faces’ of
the Trinity are different from the other, yet their relationship is so
constant and faithful and complete, so filled with humility and
submission in divine love, that they are also distinctly the same
one God. God is simultaneously three, and God is one. In the three
we find that our human challenges with unity and diversity are
resolved through perfect love. We worship God the Creator, we
worship Jesus who experienced life as a human, and we worship
the way that God works within us as the Holy Spirit. Trinity reveals
the relational nature of God, and calls us into relationship both
with God and with all of God’s creation. We only truly know
anything in relationship, so God created us for relationship,
because the very essence of God’s being IS relationship. The
doctrine of the Trinity teaches that our God is multi-faceted – a
diversity within his unity.
Prayer: Holy God, Loving Father, and Holy Spirit, your mystery is
far beyond my words.
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BEYOND WORDS: DAY FOUR
INCARNATION
Read John 1:1-5 and 14. “So the Word became human and made
his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.
And we have seen the glory, the glory of the Father’s one and
only Son” (v14, NLT).
Wikipedia: “The Incarnation is the belief that Jesus Christ is God in
a human body. The word incarnate comes from Latin and means
“in the flesh” (in=in, carnis=flesh). The incarnation is the belief that
Jesus, who is the non-created second person of the triune God, took
on a human body and everything that is human and became both
man and God. In the Incarnation, the divine nature of the Son was
joined with human nature in one divine Person, Jesus Christ, who
was both "truly God and truly man"”.
The word ‘Incarnation’ invites us to enter into the wonderful
reality that God is both beyond us (transcendent) and closer than
breathing (immanent); both unfathomable (transcendence) and
yet able to be known relationally (immanence). The incarnation is
so mysterious and glorious, so beyond words, that can never even
begin to explain what we cannot fully understand. “The
incarnation displays the greatness of God. Our God is the eternal
God who was born in a stable, not a distant, withdrawn God; our
God is a humble, giving God, not a selfish, grabbing God; our God is
a purposeful, planning God, not a random, reactionary God; our
God is a God who is far above us and whose ways are not our ways,
not a God we can put in a box and control; and our God is a God
who redeems us by his blood, not a God who leaves us in our sin.
Our God is great indeed!” – Joseph Scheumann.
Prayer: Son of God, thank you that you became human, that I can
see in you and through you the God that words cannot describe.
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BEYOND WORDS: DAY FIVE
NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES
Read Isaiah 9:6. “To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace”.
We read in Exodus 3:4b, “…God called to him from the middle of
the bush, “Moses! Moses!” (NLT). The God who created heaven
and earth, who is great and glorious beyond words, knew Moses
and called him by name. That same God knows us all by our name.
Shouldn’t we know him by his? There are many names for God.
When God introduces himself to Moses in Exodus 3:14-15, he says
“I am who I am”. He also calls himself “YHWH,
The God of
your ancestors”. The Zulu name for God is Nkulunkulu. This means
‘Ancient One’. When missionaries arrived in Africa, the people they
encountered were confused, because they couldn’t understand
why they would worship a God who could fit into a book. For them
Nkulunkulu was far too great to be able to be contained in
something so small as a Bible. We could also use: Yahweh, Divine
Lover, Great Mystery, Counsellor. The names of God comfort us.
They give us hope. They declare his glory. They are powerful.
But all these make it sound like God has a name. Just a name, or a
specific collection of names. And that limits God to those specific
words. The point is to go beyond all words to the unnameable
mystery. Most of us have a name we prefer to use for God. But
that name will only show us one dimension of God. If we always
call God ‘Mighty Lord’, we would miss out on the intimacy and
nurturing that calling God ‘Loving Father’ would bring. What would
it be like, if you used different names for God?
Prayer: Nkulunkulu, Ancient One, your name is above all names.
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BEYOND WORDS: DAY SIX
MORE THAN WORDS
Read: Psalm 47. “The Lord God Most High is astonishing,
awesome beyond words! He’s the formidable and powerful King
over all the earth” (v2, TPT).
“When our vocabulary about God begins to take on this mysterious
sense of wonder, our lives are filled with a deeper sense of awe, a
stronger sense of sacredness, a more vibrant sense of worship, and
a more open and childlike sense of discovery, amazement, and joy.
The challenge is to learn to hold our God-talk lightly, and not
believe that God is limited to, or defined by, our words. The call this
week is to practice entering mystery, and allowing God to
constantly expand our views of God” – John van de Laar.
When we try to fit the Almighty God into our small words, we
shrink him to fit within the limits of our human perception. When
we try to describe God, and when we think we can start to
understand God, we are making him too small. We can never fit
the Ancient One - Nkulunkulu, into a book. When we try to fit the
glory of God into the constraints of our vocabulary, we are making
God into our own image. When we think we ‘get’ who God is, we
have made him into an idol. Because the God we worship, the God
who is “the Aleph and the Tav, the beginning and the ending …
who is, who was, and who is to come, The Almighty” (Revelation
1:8, TPT), is beyond words. And his mighty and powerful names
are the ultimate words to live by.
Prayer: Almighty God, Powerful King, Great Mystery, Loving
Father, Abba, YHWH, Comforter, Immortal Invisible. Holy, Holy
Holy are you, God-of-the-Angel-Armies. Your bright glory fills the
whole earth (Isaiah 6:3b, MSG).
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Reflection on Beyond Words:
Welcome:

Consider the different names you give your pets,
children, or spouse. Share some with each other.

Worship:

Sing ‘Indescribable’ by Chris Tomlin:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IlVfkY5q54

Prayer:

Look at different of names of God. Find one that you
have never used before. Say it a few times out loud.
Then pray to God using this name. Commit to using
it a few times this week. Here is a guide to help you
start https://www.navigators.org/resource/prayingnames-attributes-god/

Word:

Read Exodus 3:1-14 and Acts 17:16-23.
Do you have a better idea of what we mean when
we use the word ‘God’?
Do you have a better idea of what we mean when
we use the word ‘Trinity’?
Do you have a better idea of what we mean when
we use the word ‘Incarnation’?
Do you think God can ever be fully described or
understood?
What does it mean for you, to enter into the
mystery of God?
Thank God for being so much bigger than we will
ever imagine and understand. He is truly worthy of
our worship!








Work:

Go and move beyond words into the mystery of
God.
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG: DAY ONE
Read Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-13.
Profound truth and wisdom is found in the story of Adam and Eve.
If you think you are in control of life, you are deceived. The serpent
convinces them of a life lived eating from the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. He was saying that if they ate it, they
would be in control. In eating the fruit they would be like God, they
would know all things - all that is good and evil: everything. If you
know everything, you can control everything because knowledge is
power! And so they ate, but did they know everything? Eve makes
a telling statement in verse 13, “…the serpent deceived me.” In
eating the fruit, Adam and Eve had squeezed God out of their lives
and were deceived. In trying to escape and be free from living
under the instruction of God, they found that they had swapped
life under God’s rule for life under the rule of a lesser power and
voice. They still lived at the mercy of forces beyond their control,
but now under a force that was destructive; a force that caused
them to hide from God, a force that caused division in their
relationship with each other, and a force that caused enmity
between them and the rest of the created order. And is that not
the truth about your and my existence - life is lived at the mercy of
forces beyond our control? The greatest movements in our lives the things that shape us most, are things that we have no control
over. We, like Adam and Eve, need God to intervene – to bring
about repentance, to deal with that which separates us from Him
and other people. We need to be turned around and be brought
back to true humanity, which understands that there is a place
that only God can rightfully and authentically hold. Like Adam and
Eve we try to lift substitutes into this position, but over time we
discover the error and foolishness of our misplaced focus.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, come and take your rightful place in my living.
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG: DAY TWO
Read 2 Samuel 11:2-11.
This story of David and Bathsheba is a story of how things go wrong
when sin corrupts power. Chaos, hurt and harm are brought into
reality. David as King was to be the visible presence of God amongst
His people. But he chooses to use his throne for his own interest. He
is overtaken by a spirit that causes disregard for who God is, who he
is, and who Bathsheba is. He loses sense of context. He knows God’s
commandments about not coveting one’s neighbour’s wife. He
knows what is required of him as king. He acts in full knowledge of
what is required, yet the very thing God requires David not to do,
he does. These realities were the furthest thing from David's mind.
Being used as God’s servant was less important than his own plans,
which began to play on and distort the truth of God's word.
Isn’t it true that relationships become destructive when we act
without regard for the agenda of the other. It is my plan or no plan at
all. I call the shots, I determine our destiny, I dominate the
relationship. It is at such times that the power that exists in our
relationships does damage and reaps a harvest of destruction.
Is it not true that like David we disregard the truth of God’s word?
When have we begun to distrust the truth of God's word? When
have we acted in full knowledge of God's truth and done the very
thing which we know to be contrary to the service of God? When has
our behaviour; our thoughts, intentions and actions reflected our
distrust in the truth of God's word? Which of our relationships have
experienced the tragic consequences? Power destroys relationships
when we distrust the truth of God's word. Can you and I own these
moments? It was from this state that we need to repent so that
God’s salvation can bring restoration to truth.
Prayer: God, forgive me for my misplaced trust in realities other
than You. Amen.
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG: DAY THREE
Read Matthew 20:20-24.
Things go wrong when James and John express the desire a place
of privilege; to be elevated above the other disciples; to be the
right hand men of Jesus. This was an act of sin – an act of
arrogance and sense of superiority. It was untrue, inauthentic and
lacked integrity. It was destructive and divisive and judgmental.
As humans we know the experience of a spirit that rises in us and
overtakes our desire to serve others – it is a spirit that captures
and corrupts our serving hearts with self-interest. We begin to
manipulate our relationships so that others may be found serving
us. Self-interest is untrue, inauthentic and lacking in integrity.
One of the lies that self-interest keeps telling us, is that we must
guard privilege and avoid suffering at all cost. What it doesn’t
advertise, is that there really is a cost for avoiding suffering. The
truth of Jesus' life and thus the truth about our lives tells us that
loving others requires sacrifice; that a life that is meaningful is also
painful. We can't love others without bringing pain and suffering
into our words. This is where self-interest paints us into a corner,
because while we, in our self-interest, still want to love and
experience love, we refuse to go down the sacrificial and painful
road towards loving others. We want to love but we don't want to
suffer.
If we care only for ourselves we will not long remain a community,
but will break up into pieces.
Prayer: Lord, save me from myself for the sake of those I live
with. Amen.
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG: DAY FOUR
Read Matthew 20:24-28.
The sin that made James and John fill themselves with selfimportance needed a God intervention, and Jesus offers a
correction to them in order to redeem and restore them back to
community with the other disciples.
In v28, we are told to do “just as” - do just as Jesus does, follow
Jesus, imitate Jesus. Repentance is about turning from ourselves
and our way towards Jesus and His way. Be reminded of Jesus’
way. He humbled himself and became a servant to people in time
to show compassion and mercy to all. This is the throne from
which King Jesus relates to the world. If you want to be powerful,
there is only one way for you to walk – the way of King Jesus – the
way of the power of love. If you want to relate to the world from
the throne Jesus reigns from, you will be required to sit on the
throne which puts other people before yourself. It makes relating
all about giving instead of trying to always receive (attention, love,
praise, forgiveness, etc) It is saying with Jesus, that no matter what
any person does to me, I will never seek anything but their highest
good. It is with this love that those who are Christians are expected
to love others. Looking to the interests of others before our own is
what God wants of us. This is what life in God is - when we
intentionally put the interests of others before our own.
Power is active in the realm of our relationships. What kind of
power do you wield in your relationships? Is it the power of love
that puts others first or is it a self-serving love where others are in
our lives for our sake and for our benefit?
Prayer: God redeem us to live our lives only in your kingdom,
obeying its laws and living in a state of love, creativity and
goodness. Amen.
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG: DAY FIVE
Read Luke 14:25-33.
Jesus offers a caution – he warns people of the danger and
foolishness of making oneself and one’s survival the ultimate
reference point of one’s life. That place is reserved for God. God
comes before whatever else you regard as close and important to
you - whatever - plans or people. If we make ourselves and our
survival the ultimate reference points of our lives, it means we
assume a position that only God can fill; we treat ourselves as God.
In Colossians 3:5, Paul correctly identifies various forms of greed as
idolatry since greed idolises the self, making one’s personal desires
paramount.
And so every human needs to repent. This begins by admitting and
allowing ourselves to be convicted that being as we are is not
enough. It starts by saying, “I have been deceived in trying to
squeeze God out of my life and take charge of it myself. I am in no
position to do so – that position is reserved for God.”
Once we repent, we can respond to the redemption offered in
Christ. We are at the point of dying to self in order that we may be
raised to a new life in Christ. Dying to self is the settled condition
of life in the kingdom of God. It is a constant and consistent act of
being a Christ follower. Are you ready to give up the project of
being in control, of doing only what you want? Are you ready to
die to self? If so, then we will find our true self in life given back to
us. Our life will be caught up in God’s life, our spiritual life, our true
life. We will discover the life and peace of a mind controlled by the
Spirit (Romans 8:6). Our mind will sow to please the Spirit and
from the Spirit we will reap eternal life (Galatians 6:8).
Prayer: Lord, lead me into your resurrected life. Amen.
- 13 -

WHEN THINGS GO WRONG: DAY SIX
Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17.
Turning around and away from self and selfish ways to follow Jesus
sets us free to the present and future being lived in love. This is
Paul’s testimony to Timothy in the passage above. Once:
 convicted by God's Spirit that Jesus' death has freed from
sin, fear, self and needing to live life according to how
others respond (negative or positive) to us.
 there is knowledge that God's Spirit of power and love and
sound mindedness has taken residence in one’s heart.
 we know that He who is in us is greater than he that is in
the world.
then a whole new possibility to live is before us. We are set free:
 to become energized and enlivened by God’s Spirit.
 to be guided by the Spirit in our daily walk.
 to live in love, free to be as we were meant to be, free to
make loving responses to the world, free to define
ourselves in relationships of love.
 to be God's dearly beloved child. Now we are free to enter
into God's family and build relationships of love.
 to receive God's kingdom realities into our lives - to live in
a space where mercy and grace and forgiveness and love
and healing and restoration are the greatest movers and
shapers in life.
John Newton lived a life of self-focused degradation - getting rich
on breaking up families and trading human life. For these sins he
found God’s saving grace and selfless giving to the eradication of
the slave trade and the upliftment of lives. Before his death, he
said, "I am an old man and my memory has gone. But I remember
two things, I am a great sinner and Jesus is a great Saviour."
Prayer: Jesus, I am a great sinner, but you are a great saviour.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Reflection on When Things Go Wrong:
Welcome:

Share a story of repentance from your world
– a story of turning around to follow Jesus.

Worship:

Offer prayers of thanksgiving for the gift of
repentance that deals with our sinful nature.

Word & Work:

Read Genesis 3:1-13.
1. Share a moment from your life where, like
Adam and Eve, you took control of your life
away from God.
2. Adam and Eve experienced division /
separation / fragmentation as a result.
Consider the impact your “independent
declaration” has in your life.
3. God walked through the garden calling out
to Adam and Eve. Do you have a similar
experience?
4. God confronted Adam and Eve and the error
of their way became self-evident.
Repentance followed. How does this
compare with your story?
5. How has entering the reality of repentance
redeemed and restored your life?
6. Give thanks for the repentance that you
have already experienced.
7. Consider what God’s next act of
confrontation in your life is likely to be. Is
there any repentance that is being called for
in your current living?
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WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT: DAY ONE
SALVATION…WE NEED IT
Read Isaiah 55:1-2.
This week there are three words that we will be focusing on:
Salvation, Redemption and Grace. According to Maslow’s hierarchy
of needs, food and water are the foundation of all human needs.
The pinnacle of human needs is a sense of fulfilment or selfactualisation. In these opening verses of Isaiah 55, Isaiah touches
on those needs. This chapter has been called “the Lord’s
invitation”, and it seems that the opening of the Lord’s invitation is
a realisation of exactly what we need. We need food and water.
We need a life that eventually gives us a sense of fulfilment. Isaiah
shows us that God is the giver of these gifts, the true provider for
our needs. Having said this, Isaiah is not really speaking about food
and water, but it is an analogy for something more important,
something as crucial as food and water. It is an analogy for
salvation. It is as though Isaiah is saying that the salvation that God
offers people is as important as food and water, and it is so
fulfilling that it will even give us complete satisfaction. It reminds
me of what John Wesley had said: “All need to be saved”. In other
words there is a basic principle in life that all, every person that
has ever walked the earth, is in need of God’s salvation, because
everyone has fallen short of perfection. Yet God is perfect, so there
is a chasm between the perfect and imperfect. God’s salvation is
an offer to bridge that chasm. God’s salvation is when God says to
us, the imperfect, that in God’s perfection, God will offer us a way
of being one with God. That is through Salvation. Salvation is
essentially God making a way for us to be with God.
Reflection and Prayer: Spend a moment reflecting on ways in
which you are imperfect. What does Salvation mean to you? Then
offer those thoughts to God.
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WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT: DAY TWO
SALVATION…IT IS POSSIBLE
Read Isaiah 55:3-5.
In the first 2 verses Isaiah speaks about the necessity of Salvation.
Isaiah says that there is a hunger and a thirst, an essential need in
every person for salvation. Everyone NEEDS to be saved. I believe
we NEED to be saved because God is the giver of life - if we truly
want LIFE, a life of meaning, purpose and fulfilment, it is only in
the presence of God that this is possible. But how are we saved? In
the next verses (v3-5), Isaiah shows that there is hope for this
salvation. In this passage it is God who says the way that we
receive this salvation, is that God is offering to give it to us. God
shows how it was God who makes this possible. God makes the
promise, God fulfils the promise, God is the one who does the
work of Salvation. People simply need to come to God to see that
this is true. In the words of John Wesley: “everyone CAN be saved”.
This means that it is possible, there is always hope. Anything is
possible. It is the GRACE of God that makes salvation possible for
everyone. Grace is a free gift of God, grace is the offer of salvation
from God to all freely. Nobody can earn it or deserve it. It is
through grace that salvation is made possible. This grace is for
everyone, there is nobody excluded from this grace, because the
grace is not dependant on anybody or any action. It is freely given
by God. And so everyone can be saved. Salvation is being saved
from imperfection so that we can be one with the perfect God.
Grace is the means by which this salvation is given. It is the way
God makes this possible. God’s grace makes salvation happen.
Reflection and Prayer: Spend a moment asking yourself if you
know of God’s grace. When did you first realise God’s grace is for
you? Then thank God for God’s grace. If God’s grace is not
personal for you yet, then ask God to show you.
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WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT: DAY THREE
SALVATION…WE CAN KNOW IT
Read Isaiah 55:6-7.
Everyone needs salvation, everyone can have salvation. Is that the
end of the story? I would say most definitely not. Isaiah hints
towards a different aspect of salvation. He says that it will have an
effect on those around us as well. In other words, salvation is not
simply about being saved so that one day when we die we are
allowed into God’s presence. Salvation is about God making it
possible, through God’s grace, to enter into God’s presence even
now. Entering into God’s presence will change us. Verse 6-7 shows
the next process of salvation. Isaiah has shown that salvation is
necessary, he has shown that salvation is possible, now he shows
how we can know salvation. He says that when we turn to God,
God can be found, when we confess our sins, we will be forgiven.
Salvation is necessary, it is possible, but the power of salvation for
this life lies in the knowledge that we are saved. John Wesley said:
“All can KNOW that they are saved”. This is profound, because to
live life needing salvation, knowing salvation is possible, but
believing that it isn’t yours, would be soul destroying. Yet here we
see that it is possible and we can even know that it is ours.
Because of who God is, because of God’s grace, our salvation is not
dependent on us, but on God. God promises that when we turn to
God we will find Him, when we confess we are forgiven. Believe
God’s promise of salvation because God is believable. It is not
dependant on our actions or our goodness or our rituals or our
personality or our heart, it is dependent on God’s grace and God’s
grace can be trusted. Knowing that we are saved leads us to a life
of gratitude for God’s salvation. And that is life changing.
Prayer: Father thank you that we can trust you. Help us to know
that we are saved. In Jesus name. Amen.
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WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT: DAY FOUR
COMPLETELY SAVED
Read Isaiah 55:8-11.
Yesterday we looked at how everyone can know that they are
saved. This knowledge that we are saved, leads us to an attitude of
gratitude. This gratitude is life changing. How can this be life
changing? I suppose it is because salvation means we have access
to the presence of God. The presence of God changes us because
God is love and God is life. It is love and life that produces more
love and life within us. In these verses, God shows how God’s
words and thoughts are different to our words and thoughts. God
also shows us His words, thoughts and ways are fruitful and bring
about change and perfection. In other words salvation is not only
about being saved FROM sin, but it is about being saved TO
perfection. John Wesley says it like this: “Everyone can be saved to
the uttermost”. This means that salvation is about becoming more
like God, becoming perfect. Another way of saying this is that
salvation is also about redemption. Redemption is about going
back to a state of perfection. When God created the world God
said it is ‘very good’, then we fell short of this state of being ‘very
good’. Redemption is about the process of which we go back to
being restored into ‘very good’. It is through salvation that
redemption happens. The good news is that, as Isaiah says in verse
11, “That’s how it is with my words. They don’t return to me
without doing everything I send them to do”. Once again it is God
that does the work of redemption. It is God’s grace that does the
work in us to restore us. It is the continued gift of God, that God’s
salvation through God’s grace changes us and restores us and so
we are redeemed.
Prayer: Father help us to see the works of your grace in our lives.
Help us to notice you. Amen.
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WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT: DAY FIVE
THE SIDE AFFECT OF SALVATION
Read Isaiah 55:12-13.
Isaiah continues, saying that when we are set free we will
celebrate and travel home in peace. This says that once we know
that we need to be saved, once we know we can be saved, and
once we know that we are saved, we start to change, grow, and be
redeemed into the likeness of God. This will give us a sense of
peace and comfort. However, Isaiah continues to say that on our
way home the trees and mountains and hills will rejoice as we pass
them by. All these will stand witness to the glory of God. This
shows us another truth about the three words of this week:
salvation, grace and redemption. When we live in salvation that is
offered to us through Grace, we are redeemed. When we are in
the process of redemption, it affects everything around us. The
whole universe is interconnected, my actions affect everyone
around me. My actions even affect creation. Hence creation is
suffering because of the sinfulness of humanity, and humanity is
suffering because of the sinfulness of humanity. Humanity is also
suffering because of the brokenness of creation and so on. So our
redemption is not only personal, it is communal and life-giving. It is
necessary for us as individuals, but it is also necessary for the rest
of creation. Perhaps that is what Paul was hinting at in Romans
8:19-22, “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of
God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration,
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage
to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of
God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in
the pains of childbirth right up to the present time”.
Prayer: Father, heal our land.
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WHEN THINGS GO RIGHT: DAY SIX
JESUS, SALVATION, GRACE & REDEMPTION
Read Luke 4:14-21.
In John 1 we read that Jesus is the Word of God in the form of
flesh. Remembering what we read in Isaiah 55, that the word of
God never returns without doing exactly what God wanted. It is
through the word of God that we have salvation, grace and
redemption. Bearing that in mind, read Luke 4:14-21. Jesus shows
us in this passage that because of Jesus’ ministry there is good
news to the poor, freedom to prisoners, sight to the blind and
relief to all suffering. Once again this reminds us that redemption
affects all. Redemption is about brokenness being healed and
transformed. Jesus came so that this would be possible.
It is through God’s grace that redemption happens, and this is
made possible because of Jesus Christ.
Perhaps this is a reminder to all of us, to those of us who have
come to know God’s grace it is a reminder that we are called to not
only be recipients of God’s grace, but as agents of God’s grace as
well. Our salvation is not only meant to affect our lives, but the
lives of those around us as well. To be agents of God’s grace is to
allow the redemption that God offers us to become so part of our
make-up that our lifestyle is good news to those around us. Our
lives need to tell the story of God’s grace and love. Our lives need
to be the good news of God to those around us. Our lives need to
be lived in such a way that all may know that they: “need to be
saved, can be saved, can know that they are saved and can be
saved to the uttermost.” Our lives tell the story that “Nobody is
perfect, everyone is welcome and anything is possible”. That is the
redemption that happens through the grace of God.
Prayer: Father please help us to be your agents of Grace.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Reflection on When Things Go Right:

This week we have been exploring the three words:
salvation, grace and redemption.
Welcome:

Share a moment in your life where you became
aware of the Grace of God. Did that change your
life? If so, how?

Worship:

Sing ‘Amazing Grace’, and spend some time
reflecting on the words.

Word:

Read Luke 4:14-30.
1. Who would be mostly affected by the work and
words of Jesus according to Luke 4?
2. Why would Jesus say that these words have come
true on that day that he preached them?
3. Why would people have been upset with Jesus
about what He said?
4. What do the words, salvation, grace and
redemption mean to you?

Work:

This week, find a way that you as a group can be
good news to the rest of creation.

- 22 -

SEEKING GOD: DAY ONE
I AM A BELIEVER!
Read James 2:14-26. “You say you have faith, for you believe that
there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and
they tremble in terror" (v19).
James would have made a wonderful Methodist. He stated clearly
that believing in God must be followed with godly action.
Some people believe that the earth is flat. The fact is that the
world is round. If they really believe that the earth is flat, they
should be reluctant to take a world cruise in a ship, fearing that at
some point they will fall off the edge of the world. If they however
dare to take a cruise from east to west going around the
continents, they will return to their destination having proved for
themselves that the world isn’t flat.
Believing in Christ is nothing but a belief in what is true. It is only
when one goes on the journey of life with Christ, that one will
discover that Christ is indeed who He said He is. The idea or
acceptance of Christ will be proven to that person. The journey
with Christ will always change a person who accepts Him as
Saviour. Just believing in Christ has no impact at all. A person’s life
can remain unchanged by believing in Christ without living life with
Him.
What a tragedy for a person who believes in Christ, to go through
life without Christ, only to hear the words: “Depart from me”,
Matthew 25:41. This of course can only happen if a person hasn’t
gone on the journey of discovery and transformation with Christ.
Prayer: Lord, help me to do more than just believe. As I live life
today, may I be deeply aware of Your presence with me, helping
me to live more like You lived.
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SEEKING GOD: DAY TWO
RELIGION – IN PURSUIT OF GOD
Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. “If you look for me whole-heartedly, you
will find me" (v13).
What does it mean to be religious? This is a very important
question for anyone who is searching for or following God.
Being religious just means that one is following a set of customs
and behaviours that identify with a particular religion i.e.
Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, etc. Many people are religious
and attend Church regularly, without being in “pursuit of God”. In
western civilization in the past, being religious gave one a kind of
status and acceptance by society. Certain criminal elements, like
the Cosa Nostra, are deeply religious, but have no qualms about
being involved in murder or other criminal activities. Religion for a
Christ-follower has to be much more than following the “ways” of
a particular Christian denomination.
The promise that God gave to the people of Israel in Jeremiah’s
time is astounding. God, the creator of all, promises if we search
for Him with all our heart, He will come and find us. “Listen! I am
standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me”,
Revelation 3:20.
Christ gave us only two commands: To love God and fellow people.
Being religious can mean following the “ways” of a particular
denomination, but must be a journey that includes loving God and
our neighbour.
Prayer: Father, help me to be open to Your invitation to be found
by You. Today may I find You in all that I do.
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SEEKING GOD: DAY THREE
IN MY HEART!
Read Matthew 23:23-29. “What sorrow awaits you teachers of
religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the
inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity.." (v27).
Hate was not part of the agenda when Jesus spoke harshly to the
Pharisees. Jesus was pointing out that the heart of a person is far
more important than his or her appearance. The Pharisees wore
religious clothing and did all the religious actions so that everyone
could see how much they worshipped God. Inside their hearts,
their motive was they loved human recognition and worldly
reward. Jesus being God, always looked at the heart to find true
worship and recognized their hypocrisy. 1 Samuel 16:7b “…The
LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart".
Self-examination of one’s heart is critical to our growth as Christfollowers. Faith grows or stagnates when a person cares for what is
happening in one’s heart. Psalm 119:69-70 talks about a calloused
heart that turns away from God’s Word. Jesus says in Matthew
13:15, that a calloused heart can’t see or hear what God has to say
to it. For a Christ-follower, our heart condition is critical to our
hearing and understanding God’s Word. The journey of becoming
more like Christ happens through soft hearts, open to the truth
from the Word, the Holy Spirit and other trusted Christ-followers.
This is usually through a journey in the fellowship of believers, the
Body of Christ, the Church.
Prayer: Holy Spirit, keep me open to examining my heart
condition regularly. May I hear from You and others.
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SEEKING GOD: DAY FOUR
TRUSTING – THAT DIFFICULT WORD.
Read Psalm 91. “He will cover you with his feathers. He will
shelter you with his wings. His faithful promises are your armour
and protection.." (v4).
Faith is a combination of belief and trust. Romans 15:13, “May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit”. In the world people are taught not to trust because trust is
earned. In the value system of God people are invited to trust God
first and then discover that God is always trustworthy. The journey
of trusting God is the best way to experience the power and love
of God. If we open ourselves to the wisdom of God, through the
Holy Spirit, we will never be disappointed. As a person trusts God,
the reality of His provision, support and love will be experienced.
As indicated in Psalm 91, as we learn to trust God we will go on a
journey of discovery that God keeps His promises.
On the other hand, if a “believer” never takes the small steps in
trusting God they will never experience the peace and joy that
comes with taking a God-inspired risk. For example, a believer who
is an introvert, who is prompted by the Holy Spirit to become a
Door Steward, and obeys, will discover power to overcome
shyness. That small step of trust will strengthen their faith for the
next part of their journey with God. I know because I did just that,
and today I minister to many and have found my calling. God’s
promises manifest to those who demonstrate trust in Him.
“Without faith it is impossible to please God”, Hebrews 11:6.
Trust converts belief to faith.
Prayer: Wonderful Father, help me to have the courage to trust
You when Your Holy Spirit prompts me to do something.
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SEEKING GOD: DAY FIVE
FAITH – A HEART JOURNEY
Read Romans 10:5-13. “For it is by believing in your heart that
you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your
faith that you are saved" (v10).
Many people confuse the word belief with faith. On the first day of
these devotions, James showed us the difference between belief
and faith. Faith always results in some kind of action. It is possible
for people to fake faith for a while by gritting their teeth and
forcing themselves to do “good works”, to prove to others and
maybe themselves that they have faith. Usually people like this fall
away from Christ and the church after a while.
It is when one believes in the heart and realizes deep in the heart
that they are saved and redeemed, that true faith is birthed. It is
faith that enables people to sustain their journey of transformation
with God, until their death on earth. It is faith that opens one to
the joy of salvation. It is this joy the enabled Nehemiah to write:
“…the joy of the LORD is your strength!”, Nehemiah 8:10b. In 2
Thessalonians 1:3 Paul hints that faith flourishes as a Christfollower grows in love for others. That is why it is almost
impossible to have faith and not go to church. Faith is all about
finding out what God wants a believer to do. The discovery always
gives purpose to life and allows one to drink deeply of Christ’s
peace and joy. Faith grows as one takes little steps of trust in God
that lead to bigger steps of faith. Trust in God grows through
experiencing the reality of the power and love of God.
Prayer: Father, help me to pursue what my purpose is in the
kingdom of God, so that my faith can flourish and grow.
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SEEKING GOD: DAY SIX
LIFE HAPPENS!
Read Hebrews 11:32–12:2. “Some were jeered at, and their backs
were cut open with whips. Others were chained in prisons” (v36).
Today there is an abundance of very rich individuals leading
successful megachurches. Many of them preach a prosperity
Gospel which claims that to be a Christian, means to become rich
in worldly terms. The message often given to their followers is that
they will be rich and successful if they do the right “things” and
have the correct “faith”. A little research will lead to the obvious
conclusion that many serious Christ-followers are not rich and
successful in worldly terms. In fact, some Christ-followers who are
known for their fruit, are desperately poor. The passage from
Hebrews makes it clear that some people who follow Christ closely
will suffer during their life on earth. This is also borne out by the
persecution of Christians by fanatics in the Middle East recently.
Christians were murdered, jailed and tortured for their faith. The
text challenges us to always look at faith in the light of the Cross
and eternity. The passage in Hebrews 11:39, “All these people
earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them
received all that God had promised”, shows that the promises God
made to them will only materialize after death.
God allows life to happen to all people; good, evil, believers and
atheists. Matthew 5:45b, “For he gives his sunlight to both the
evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust
alike”. Faith is trusting that the Holy Spirit will remain with us
throughout our life, no matter what happens on earth. Our solid
hope is that our future is bright, and full of expectant hope of
seeing all the promises of God for us materialize eventually.
Prayer: Holy Spirit, help me to trust that all of God’s promises will
materialize, no matter what is happening on earth.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Reflection on SEEKING GOD:
If we would like to grow in Christ, we must examine what
faith means in the light of belief and religion. Faith is a verb
which implies that we do something because we “believe”.
Our lives are lived differently because we are grateful and
want to be transformed into people who are more like
Christ. The words we explore this week, are: Faith, Belief,
and Religion.
Welcome:

What do you think Christ would mean if he said to
you that you must become religious?

Worship:

Celebration Book 87 “In Christ Alone”. Or Read
Psalm 37:1–11. Those who want to, share how God
has been good to you in your life. What stands out?

Word:

Read Genesis 15:1–6 and Hebrews 11:32–12:2.
In Genesis 15:6 what do you think that the text
means when “Abram believed”. How is this
different from just believing that God exists? (Hint:
What God promised).
Does the text from Hebrews shake your faith? Why
or why not? How would you answer a Christian who
feels let down by God because of some disaster in
their life? (Hint: Think about the cross. Christ could
have simply shown them signs to show His
Messiahship).

Work:

Write down your definition of belief, faith and
religion. Break up into twos to discuss your
definition. Pray for each other.
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BEING CHANGED: DAY ONE
BEING RENEWED BY THE SPIRIT
Read Psalm 51:1-17. “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me” (v10, NIV).
For some of us, the decision to follow Jesus can be traced to a
specific moment in time. For others, the journey towards Jesus is a
gradual awakening to His light and His love. No matter how or why
we have come to know Jesus, the process does not end there.
We have changed through this decision to love the Lord and follow
in His ways, but this is not a one-off change that needs no further
steps. We need constant renewal of our hearts, minds and spirits.
We need to remember that finding the Lord is a process and not a
destination.
We need daily, moment-by-moment renewal through the help of
the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit was sent to us as a helper, as an advisor, as a friend
who walks alongside us. And it is through the Spirit that we can
continually renew our thoughts and our faith. It is through the
Spirit that we can overcome obstacles and doubt. The Holy Spirit
sanctifies us: He allows us to align our lives with the love and light
of Christ.
Prayer: Lord, thank you that you sent your Spirit to renew mine.
Amen.
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BEING CHANGED: DAY TWO
GOD’S WORK IN US
Read 2 Corinthians 3:1-18. “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with
unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (v17-18, NIV).
It is so amazing that the Lord’s Spirit lives within us. We matter
that much to Him that He comes to dwell with us eternally. And
every day, the Spirit works within us to transform us into who we
are meant to be: into the very image of God Himself. We are
transformed by the renewing of our minds, as we learn to move
away from the ways of the world.
And the world will tempt us. It will try to lure us back into its easyto-follow patterns. We will have obstacles. We will have doubts.
The obstacles we face may be the very reason that the world
seems easier to follow. But the Spirit of Christ lives within us and
He is working all things for our good. He is sanctifying us so that we
can strengthen our faith and be filled with awe at the wonder of
God’s grace.
The Holy Spirit is changing us from the inside out and He brings us
into the freedom of God’s love. He brings us freedom from our
pasts and the troubles of this world. He removes the shackles not
just once – but renews us moment by moment, day by day.
Prayer: Lord, thank you that you are always at work within me.
Amen.
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BEING CHANGED: DAY THREE
BECOMING HOLY
Read 2 Timothy 1:9. “He has saved us and called us to a holy
life—not because of anything we have done but because of his
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time” (NIV).
God has called us to be set apart. He has asked us to step out of
the world’s mould and be prepared to say, “Hey, I’m here and I’m
willing to live differently because of and for God”. And that is the
very definition of holiness: being separate from the evils and traps
of the world and being willing to stop conforming to the patterns
of the world.
The renewing work of the Spirit within us helps us to lead a holy
life. The Helper beside us encourages us to be holy for God and
reminds us when we have lost our way. The Spirit guides us back to
a path of holy living when we stumble or take a wrong turn.
A life of holiness is marked by keeping in line with God’s values. A
life set apart is one that is marked by being changed in our
innermost being and dedicating our lives to God’s purpose of
loving Him and loving others. When the Spirit works with in us, our
very nature changes: we become who God wants us to be and we
are made bold by the Spirit in order to show others the passion for
God burning within us.
God knows our innermost thoughts and fears, and His Spirit works
within us to change us and set us apart.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for your Spirit that helps me be holy as
you are holy. Amen.
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BEING CHANGED: DAY FOUR
A LIFE SET APART
Read Hebrews 12:14. “Make every effort to live in peace with
everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the
Lord” (NIV).
It is by living a holy life that others can see God in us. We may be
the only Bible that a person ever reads. By living a life filled with
God’s values and light, others can be drawn to the Lord. His
holiness in you can be contagious and you can help light the flame
in other people’s lives.
A life set apart for Jesus is not one without troubles. Taking a stand
and showing others that we belong to Jesus can result in troubles
in our lives. We may be ridiculed for our values and behaviour. We
may make ourselves targets in an often secular world. God never
promises us no troubles when we decide to follow Him and be
changed for Him. But He does promise us eternal life in Him: He
has overcome the world (John 16:33).
The Spirit changes us from the inside. He changes our beliefs, our
thoughts, our words, our actions. The world outside may not
understand, but your inner world has been changed. By living life
differently from the world, our holy words and deeds will have an
impact on the world.
Prayer: Lord, help me follow your values. Help me live a life set
apart for you. Amen.
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BEING CHANGED: DAY FIVE
WALKING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS
Read Micah 6:8. “And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God” (NIV).
Through the Holy Spirit’s continual work within us, we can become
holy and live in such a way for the world to see. Once our inner
world has started to change, the way we treat others also starts to
change. We can start following God’s purpose to love others as we
love ourselves.
An internal change in our lives should result in an outside change
too. The way we talk to and about others should show a life set
apart. What we do to and for others should emulate Christ in us.
Our words and our deeds should become evidence of our love for
God and His people. We should strive for justice in this harsh
world. We should become beacons of hope in a world filled with
strife.
Once we start changing because of the Spirit’s transformative
power, we should seek transformation in the outside world too.
We should seek justice and mercy and love in all spheres of life. If
we truly live holy lives through the power of the Spirit within us,
then we should also be living righteous lives in relationship with
those around us. The Spirit changes our inner and outer behaviour.
Jesus transforms our inner and outer worlds.
Prayer: Lord, help me live a righteous life. Amen.
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BEING CHANGED: DAY SIX
GOD’S VALUES
Read Philippians 4:8. “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things” (NIV).
Getting to know God through the Holy Spirit in us and in others is a
continual process of transformation.
We were once dead in our sins, but we are now alive in Christ
(Colossians 2:13). We are transformed to the core. Our values
change. Our actions change. We find out who we really are in
Christ. We learn to live life according to God’s values through the
promptings of the Holy Spirit and through God’s Word.
The Christian journey is an ongoing one, where the Spirit of God
walks beside us to show us how to live holy and just lives. The
transformative power of the Holy Spirit changes us and therefore
changes the world.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6, ESV).
Prayer: Lord, thank you for your transformative power in my life,
so that I can be set apart for you in this world. Amen.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Reflection on BEING CHANGED:
Welcome:

Open in prayer to thank God for coming together in
a group to spend time with each other and the
transformative Spirit.

Worship:

Listen to “Spirit Move” by Bethel Music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbdSQ8MLnYs
Spend a few moments asking the Spirit to transform
you every day.

Word:

Matthew 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 3:1-18; 2 Timothy
1:9; Hebrews 12:14; John 16:33; Micah 6:8;
Philippians 4:8; Matthew 5:6.
Knowing God requires continual work within us by
the Holy Spirit. He teaches us to lead lives set apart
for Christ and in service of others.







Work:

Can you think of times in your life when you were
completely aware of the Spirit’s work within you?
Can you think of times in your life when you felt
distant from God and became aware of needing the
Spirit to work within you?
What does living a holy life mean to you?
What does living righteously mean to you?
What other scriptures show us the transformative
power of the Holy Spirit?
This week, remember that no matter what is
happening in your life, the Spirit is at work within
you.
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FROM WORDS TO ACTION: DAY ONE
WORDS
Read 2 Corinthians 3:7-18. “Yet how much more radiant is this
new and glorious ministry of the Spirit that shines from us!” … “So
then, with this amazing hope living in us, we step out in freedom
and boldness to speak the truth” (v8 & 12, TPT).
The more I learn about God, the more I know how little I know
about God. I know that I only understand a fraction. God is
awesome mystery, far beyond our human imagination. But we use
human words and ideas to describe God, faith and everything in
between. We use a vocabulary of faith, we speak ‘Christianese’,
and we just assume that everybody understands these words in
the same way as we do. It is impossible to delve into the mystery
of God, the Trinity, and Incarnation, without recognising our own
fallenness, sin, and our need for repentance. But once we have
faced our need to be saved and redeemed, God extends to us his
amazing grace, and we grow in our faith, belief and our religion.
Then, through discipline and faith, and in the strength of the Holy
Spirit, we grow in righteousness, sanctification and holiness,
because God continues his transforming work in us every day.
When the work of our personal salvation continues, when we
become more Christlike, when we are transformed ‘from glory to
glory’, then we cannot keep this to ourselves. When we find
ourselves embracing the values, priorities, and purposes of Christ
as we nurture a life of faith-in-action, we experience change in our
lives that the people around us start to notice. God’s instruction to
us, his requirement from us when we follow him, is to love him,
and to love our neighbour. So this week, our focus is on these
words to live by: ‘Disciple, Kingdom of God’, and ‘Obedience’.
Prayer: Holy Spirit, please move my life from words to action.
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FROM WORDS TO ACTION: DAY TWO
DISCIPLE
Read Colossians 1:28-29. “Christ is our message! We preach to
awaken hearts and bring every person into the full understanding
of truth. It has become my inspiration and passion in ministry to
labor with a tireless intensity, with his power flowing through
me, to present to every believer the revelation of being his
perfect one in Jesus Christ” (TPT).
According to reports, the underground church in Iran is the fastest
growing church in the world. In an article by Mark Ellis, he says
that “people who are converts fear prosecution, but disciples would
die for the Lord”. Or, he says later, “if you plant churches you might
make disciples. But if you make disciples, you will plant churches”.
The church is growing rapidly in China too, yet these two countries
are places where Christianity is persecuted harshly. The good news
is that we do not need to go on mission to Iran to be disciples. We
are in a mission field every day, all the time, wherever we are.
When we embrace faith and growth, we embark on a journey of
‘discipleship’. Disciples are learners, or as Dallas Willard says,
‘apprentices’. If we are not disciples, we are not Christian. It should
move from being just a word to being faith-in-action. The heart of
discipleship is proclaiming Jesus. Discipleship should be a word to
live by, and it should be outward focused. The means of
discipleship is teaching with wisdom and guidance. The goal of
discipleship is to grow everyone to maturity in Christ, for all
believers to become increasingly like Jesus. True discipleship
involves investing in believers, walking through life with them, and
guiding them to Christian maturity. The cost of discipleship is toil
and struggle. The power of discipleship is the Holy Spirit’s energy.
Prayer: Loving Father, teach me to grow into mature discipleship.
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FROM WORDS TO ACTION: DAY THREE
KINGDOM OF GOD
Read Luke 17:20-21. “One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When
will the Kingdom of God come?” Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of
God can’t be detected by visible signs. You won’t be able to say,
‘Here it is!’ or ‘It’s over there!’ For the Kingdom of God is already
among you” (NLT).
When we embark on a journey of discipleship, when we are
following Jesus’ teaching and example, we become what Jesus
called ‘The Kingdom of God’. This is not only a place where we go
to one day when we die, this kingdom is here and now. It is not a
physical place somewhere in the sky beyond the clouds. It is when
we, as Christ-followers empowered by the Holy Spirit, intentionally
seek to learn from Jesus how to live the values, priorities, and
purposes of God here on earth, now, more effectively in our own
lives, when we seek to share God’s love and justice with others.
The Kingdom of God is more than just words, it is an action!
This Kingdom is the reign of Jesus Christ on earth; it is the blessing
that flows from living in Christ’s love; and it is the Christ-followers
who are citizens of this kingdom (or the Church). When we pray
and seek the Kingdom of God, we are also praying for the rule and
reign of the Kingdom of God in our lives. When Jesus is in charge,
when we give God the control of our lives, that is the Kingdom of
God. We become a part of God’s kingdom when we accept the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We are called to be witnesses for Jesus, to
tell others about Him, and to live in surrender to his will. Praying
for God's Kingdom should be a focus as Christians - for a fruitful life
and to love our neighbour. If the kingdom of God was the centre of
Jesus’ faith, then we need to make it the centre of our faith too!
Prayer: Loving Father, teach me to BE the Kingdom of God.
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FROM WORDS TO ACTION: DAY FOUR
OBEDIENCE
Read Matthew 7:24-29. “Everyone who hears my teaching and
applies it to his life can be compared to a wise man who built his
house on an unshakable foundation” (v24, TPT).
Obedience-based discipleship is based on the authority of
scripture, and submits to God’s new covenant of love. When we
immerse ourselves in his word and obediently apply it in our lives,
then we discover that we are becoming conformed to the image of
Christ, and we are sanctified. We are not reading the Bible to get
information, we are reading scripture - and worshipping God - to
be in relationship with God, and that is how we are transformed. If
we are not obediently putting the teachings and example of Jesus
into practice in our daily lives we are like someone who builds a life
on sand. It cannot stand. We need a firm foundation, we need to
live our lives firmly rooted in the presence and word of God.
For me, ‘obedience’ is a loaded word. In many church cultures it
has been abused to control and manipulate people. That kind of
obedience relinquishes power and puts it in the hands of another.
That obedience is the opposite of power. But true Christian
obedience is service. Service shares power. When we see
obedience as living according to a legalistic set of rules or laws, we
are doing it wrong. When we see it as living a life rooted in
scripture and in the presence of God, then we learn to hear and
recognise God’s voice. When our life is built on the unshakable
foundation, it can withstand the fiercest storms. When we obey,
we don’t try to control our lives and the situations around us in our
own human strength. Instead, we learn to trust God and his Word.
And then ‘obedience’ becomes a word we can live by.
Prayer: Father, teach me to trust your voice over all others.
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FROM WORDS TO ACTION: DAY FIVE
BEING EQIPPED
Read Isaiah 6:1-8. “Then I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Who
can I send? Who will go for us?” So I said, “here I am. Send me!”
(v8, ERV).
What impact does your life have on those around you? Is your life
a witness to the grace and glory and wonder of God? There is a
saying that says: “Be careful how you live – you may be the only
Bible people ever read”. Like Isaiah, we are all called and equipped
to speak and act as obedient disciples of Jesus, in the Kingdom of
God. When we are called by God, it is in spite of our not being
“pure enough to speak to God” (Isaiah 6:5 ERV). We are all
unqualified, yet God calls people like us to represent him in the
world. He calls us to move from words to action. And we are free
to step up and accept the call.
In today’s text there is a progression: we experience God’s glory,
God’s glory purifies us and gives us authority, we are called, and
we are free to accept God’s sending. Even when we are not pure
enough, when we have had a profound experience of the glory of
the God who is worthy of angelic worship, we are purified and
liberated from our brokenness, and we receive God’s wholistic
salvation and his authority to act in the world. God equips us and
sends us into the world to bring his message. He sends us to be
obedient disciples in his kingdom. And when we accept this calling,
our obedience is not to a set of covenantal laws, but to putting
into practice the calling, teaching and example of God. We need to
commit daily to align our words and actions, our heads and our
hearts, to the values, priorities and purpose of God. And we should
live life in the service of God and others.
Prayer: Here I am, Lord. Send me…
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FROM WORDS TO ACTION: DAY SIX
ACTION
Read Matthew 7:21-23. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord’, will enter into the realm of heaven’s kingdom. It is only
those who persist in doing the will of my heavenly Father” (v21).
Words are important. The words that we use, shape our view of
the world; our responses to the things that happen to us; and how
we act and what we believe. Nowhere is this more important that
when it comes to the words we use when speaking about God,
faith, and what happens to our lives when we seek to follow Jesus.
In this series we started with the words God, Trinity and
Incarnation in ‘Beyond Words’. We explored Sin, Fall and
Repentance in ‘When Things Go Wrong’. We deconstructed Saved,
Redeemed and Grace in ‘When Things Go Right’, we investigated
Faith, Belief and Religion in ‘Seeking God’, we delved into
Sanctification, Righteousness and Holiness in ‘Being Changed’, and
this week we dealt with the words Disciple, Kingdom of God and
Obedience in ‘From Words To Action’.
The words of Jesus are to be heard and put into practice in our
lives. But the words of Jesus are also the words we speak when we
become followers of Jesus. How we understand them is important.
These words affect how we live, and become the ultimate measure
of our discipleship. Our words and actions need to align with each
other, and they both need to align with God’s values, priorities and
purposes. Otherwise they are just empty, meaningless words. As
Christ-followers and as a church, we need to LIVE the words of this
series – we need to move from words to action. Because then
those words become rich and meaningful for us, and even better,
they become life-giving words for everyone around us.
Prayer: Father, guide my actions that my life may be a witness.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
Reflection on From Words To Action:
Welcome:

Reflect on your definitions of the words ‘Disciple’,
‘Kingdom of God’ and ‘Obedience’. Has it changed
through this week’s sermon and readings?

Worship:

Sing: ‘Build Your Kingdom Here’ by Rend Collective
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcSWpVKKMcs

Word:

Read Isaiah 6:1-8 and Matthew 7:21-19.
If the church in Iran and China can grow under
persecution, what are you doing to grow our church
in Benoni? Have you grown sleepy?
On the inside of the doors at Northfield, as you walk
out, there are signs that say “You are now entering
a mission field”. Do you see the world outside the
doors of your church as your mission field? Do you
see your family as your mission field? Do you see
your workplace as your mission field? Do you see
your local supermarket as your mission field?
Would the members of your sports club or your
school committee or your body corporate or your
circle of friends see, from the way you live your life,
that you are a Christ follower?
Did this series give you a better understanding of
our vocabulary of Faith? In what way did some of
the meanings of the words change for you? What
new thing did you learn? What word do you choose
to live by?








Work:

Choose and commit to one act of discipleship this
week. Go and live as a disciple of Jesus.
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