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JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT: DAY ONE
REPENTANCE ISN’T SIMPLY BEING SORRY
Read Acts 26:12–20. “I preached first to those in Damascus, then
in Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles,
that all must repent of their sins and turn to God—and prove they
have changed by the good things they do” (v20).
Many Christians think that repenting means that we go to God in
prayer and tell Him that we are sorry for sinning against God. This
interpretation of repentance falls far short of the biblical meaning.
Repentance is an admission to God that something must change.
The admission that one has sinned against God is a small part of
repentance. The greater part is to make the necessary changes in
one’s heart that led to the sinful behaviour. It is the heart of
human beings that desperately needs to change from evil to godly
- “For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all
sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander”, Matthew 15:19.
When one repents, it is that person’s responsibility to co-operate
with the Holy Spirit in changing their heart. There must be an inner
change in the heart that will lead to an outward change in
behaviour. Some sin is entrenched in the heart and it takes time
and effort, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to change. This is very
visible in alcohol or drug abuse and some sexual sins like
pornography. God’s forgiveness is instant, but thought patterns
and habits may take time and effort to change. Repentance is the
willingness on the part of the person who repents, to change. Just
being sorry is not enough. Sometimes it is useful to engage the
help of a trusted person to help one to change. In true repentance,
change in behaviour is essential.
Prayer: Holy Spirit, help me to have the courage to get help if I
keep saying sorry to God without a change in behaviour. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT: DAY TWO
REPENTANCE BREAKS THE SIN THAT OPPRESSES
Read Isaiah 9:1–7. “For you will break the yoke of their slavery
and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders” (v4).
This passage can’t be interpreted that the Messiah came to set the
people of Israel free from the Romans who oppressed them. They
were never set free from the Romans. Sin is a much more powerful
oppressor than the Romans. The clue is in verses 7, 9 and the
message of the Gospel.
As verse 9 indicates, the nation of Israel was enlarged as millions
upon millions of Gentiles entered the spiritual family of Abraham
(Romans 4:16). Abraham is the father of all who believe by faith.
When a person accepts Christ as their Saviour and repents, a
spiritual miracle happens. A dead spirit is brought to life in Christ
and that person becomes a spiritual descendant of Abraham.
Verse 7 tells us that the Kingdom brought about will be an
everlasting kingdom. Only the Kingdom of God can last forever.
The yoke that Isaiah was writing about, is the oppression that sin
brings upon a sinner who is unrepentant. Sin will rule one,
whatever it is: “For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death
to rule over many”, Romans 5:17.
It is only answering Jesus’ call to repentance that will allow a
person to escape the ownership and oppression of sin.
Prayer: Father thank You that You sent Jesus to me to call me to
repentance. I thank You too, for softening my heart, so that I
could accept that I need Christ and repentance. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT: DAY THREE
REPENT - TURN FROM RELIGIOSITY
Read Mark 7:1. “Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right
when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These people
honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me” (v6).
When we grew up, most of us were exposed to a set of worldly
values. Values like looking after your own interests above others,
don’t trust anyone, fame, power and money rules the world, guard
what others see and know about one, etc. The struggle is to escape
the set of worldly values that damage our relationship with God. In
this passage, much like the world today, Israel is blind to the reality
that God is watching over them and caring for them. They do what
is right in people’s eyes in their religiousness. In the religious
community they do all the right things which fool people into
believing that they worship God. People may be very impressed
with them, but God is disgusted by their false worship (Isaiah 1:1314). And so the Lord says, “These people say they are mine. They
honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. And
their worship of me is nothing but man-made rules learned by
rote”, Isaiah 29:13.
We need to constantly check the state of our hearts. Are we
impressing people, or is our motivation to worship God? If we are
being religious to impress people, we need to repent deeply of
this. Our motives are critical in approaching the throne of God for
worship or prayer. God looks at our hearts.
Prayer: Wonderful Father, You see into my heart. You are keen to
help me to transform my heart from worldly ways and values.
Holy Spirit, show me where my heart is false in what I do
religiously. Above all things, I desire that You would be pleased
with the state of my heart. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT: DAY FOUR
REPENT FROM HYPOCRISY IN HOW YOU LIVE
Read Isaiah 1:2–20. “Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help the
oppressed. Defend the cause of orphans. Fight for the rights of
widows” (v17).
Talk is cheap. One just needs to read or watch the news to hear
the promises of politicians about caring for the poorest of the
poor. The reality is that many or most of them have shown by
recent discoveries of “state capture”, that they care only for
themselves and sometimes their family. Even the church appears
to be more worried about being politically correct, than being seen
as primarily concerned for those who are struggling. This is worldly
and follows the trends which the world is following.
In Isaiah 1:16–17 God shows how He measures whether we are
focusing on His concerns or following worldly concerns. It is when
our lives are more focussed on justice and caring for our needy
neighbour, that God is pleased.
If we examine how we live in relation to others and find that
justice and care for our needy neighbour are not priorities in our
lives as Christians, then we are being hypocritical in God’s eyes.
We need to repent of this, and work hard at treating our
neighbour with justice and love. Love is an action; showing love,
not the emotion of love. According to Jesus, Christ-followers are
rewarded for every good deed done for the right motive, and not
to impress others (Matthew 6:1–6).
Prayer: Lord help me to focus on being just and loving, as I live my
life outside of my religious activities. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT: DAY FIVE
REPENT FROM A FAITH THAT DEPENDS ON SIGNS
Read Matthew 12:38–42. “The people of Nineveh will stand up
against this generation on judgment day and condemn it, for they
repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah. Now someone
greater than Jonah is here—but you refuse to repent” (v41).
There is an element in the church universal that teaches that Christ
will make one rich; be it in possessions, power, career etc. This
type of faith reduces Christ to a god created for man. This faith
makes Christ nothing but a god who grants the whim of whatever a
believer wants. The Bible is clear that man is created for God
(Isaiah 43:21 and Ephesians 2:10).
Today’s verse shows clearly that Christ isn’t at the beck and call of
any human being. Christ is God and He is to be worshipped and
adored for who He is, not for what He gives. The state of one’s
health, wealth and status in the world has nothing to do with one’s
faith. In the Covenant Prayer that Rev John Wesley introduced,
there is a clear commitment by the people called Methodist to
accept life, whether good or bad. It is an acceptance that by faith
Methodists accept that Christ is in control, no matter what
happens in the world.
The words in the Covenant Prayer, “put me to suffering”, is not
asking for God to cause us suffering. It is to accept that Methodists
will patiently endure anything that happens in life, by faith in
Christ. It isn’t a sign of God’s favour to be rich, prosperous and
healthy. It is a sign of great faith to trust and believe in Christ in all
circumstances.
Prayer: Lord help me to have faith when I am struggling. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT: DAY SIX
REPENT FROM RELIGIOUS PRIDE
Read Luke 19:1–10. “For the Son of Man came to seek and save
those who are lost” (v10).
The words of Jesus in verse 10 state clearly why Christ came to
earth as a human. It was all about the lost. Those who in God’s
eyes were spiritually dead, blind and deaf. Jesus mixed with the
people whom the mainstream of religious Jews avoided. We can
see that Jesus went out of his way to connect with Zacchaeus by
inviting himself to Zacchaeus’ house for a meal.
When we read verse 7, we see that the mainstream Jews were
displeased that Jesus ate with the outcast tax collector. Jesus
brought salvation to Zacchaeus by His interaction with him.
There are many people, like prostitutes, street people, gay folk etc,
whom many in the church refuse to interact with. This is exactly
the same spiritual pride that Jesus faced when the Jews of His time
disapproved of Zacchaeus.
For the safety of ourselves and those around us, we should be
cautious when interacting with people on the fringes of society.
However, we should interact with them and love them as our
neighbours. Perhaps they too will find Christ by our love.
We need to repent if we feel that we won’t interact with people on
the fringe of society purely because we think they are evil or dirty.
That is spiritual pride.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to love even those whom society
rejects. Holy Spirit, give me wisdom and discernment as I interact
with people on the fringe of society. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS…
Reflection on JESUS CALLS… TO REPENT:
Repentance goes much deeper that saying we are sorry for
sinning against God. It is a willingness on our part to want
to change. We will need help from the Holy Spirit to change
our heart and thinking that led to the act of sin.
Welcome:

How do you overcome a behaviour that you know is
destructive to yourself and people around you?

Worship:

Sing 89, “In Loving Kindness” from the celebration
book, or read Psalm 8. Have a few minutes of open
prayer worship.

Word:

Read Psalm 51. This is the Psalm David wrote after
he sinned with Bathsheba (2 Sam 12:1-13).
Did you notice how graceful God was to David?
What do you notice in Psalm 51:3-5?
David realised that he needed help in verse 10. How
is he asking God to help him and what is his part?
Can you pick up the Biblical problem that David is
asking God to address in verse 17? (Matt 15:19).






Work:

Write down the order of repentance that David
followed in Psalm 51 and 2 Sam 12:1 – 13.
Draw up a check list that would help one to be fully
repentant (Hint – from the discovery of the sin to
restoration). Discuss this with the group if you feel
comfortable to.
Write down for yourself what you learnt from the
exercise.
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JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW: DAY ONE
UNEXPECTED CALL
Read Matthew 9:9-13. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said to him.
Immediately Matthew jumped up and began to follow Jesus”.
(v9b, TPT).
In this world it has become risky to surrender to someone or
something. Such surrender entails relinquishing our power, and
putting it in the hands of someone else. It is difficult for us to trust
so completely, and in most contexts it is not good for us. However,
Jesus does call for us to follow him, and to surrender to him. This
week we will explore what that means. Today we read that Jesus
‘came upon’ Matthew. And then Jesus called him, and immediately
Matthew followed. It seems so simple. Jesus did not pre-screen
Matthew, to ensure that he was in good standing – he already
knew that Matthew was a tax collector, and that they were
despised and corrupt and disliked. He did not ask Matthew to
confess his sins, and pray the sinner’s prayer, and fix his life first.
He called Matthew to follow him, and Matthew did. That was that.
In fact, we read in the next verse that Jesus went to Matthew’s
house for dinner with other outcasts of society, and that the
religious people were shocked and disgusted by that. Jesus was
inclusive and compassionate, even toward the most despised and
unaccepted! Jesus calls you and me to follow him. And we can do
just that. Immediately. Before we get it all together. He says: “For I
have come to invite the outcasts of society and sinners, not those
who think they are already on the right path” (v13b, TPT).
Jesus calls you in the midst of the ordinariness of your everyday life.
Where is Jesus calling you today?
Prayer: Jesus, it is amazing that you are willing to dine with
lowlifes, outcasts and sinners. That means that you invite me too!
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JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW: DAY TWO
CHALLENGING CALL
Read Luke 18:18-25. “You must go and sell everything you own
and give all proceeds to the poor so you will have eternal
treasures. Then come and follow me” (v22b, TPT).
This is a difficult story. It was difficult for the young man. It was
difficult for the disciples. And it is difficult for us. In this story,
Jesus’ call is challenging. Jesus’ call is expensive. When “Jesus
replied, “Listen to my words: anyone who leaves his home behind
and chooses God’s kingdom realm over …” (v29, TPT), he did not
imply that wealth and possessions are bad. What he was saying, is
that we need to choose God over all else, we need to follow Jesus
first, we need to surrender to God completely, “to be saved and
receive eternal life” (v18b, TPT). It is about what our priorities are.
Our surrender to God needs to be more important than our
possessions and wealth. Our salvation cannot be ‘earned’ by giving
away our possessions to the poor. Jesus was explaining to the
wealthy man, and to us today, that we cannot be a true,
surrendered disciple of God, until there is no competition in our
hearts to following Jesus. The man had to release his possessions
to hold on to Jesus. He had to empty his hands before he could
receive salvation. He had to lay down his heavy load, before he
could follow. He had to stop worshipping wealth, before he could
start to worship God. Jesus’ call for us to surrender to him can be
very difficult. It can be very expensive. Jesus’ call to give up our
own power, and placing it in the hands of God, is not easy. But God
promises us that it is worth it.
Jesus calls you to follow him, even when it is challenging. What is
Jesus calling you to leave behind today?
Prayer: Jesus, teach me to follow you, even when it is difficult.
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JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW: DAY THREE
IMPOSSIBLE CALL
Read Luke 18:26-30 and Mark 10:17-31. “Jesus replied, “Listen to
my words: anyone who leaves his home behind and chooses
God’s kingdom over … - he will inherit even more than that – he
will inherit eternal life!” (v29-30, TPT).
Luke placed this story as part of a series of incidents and parables
that show us the meaning of discipleship. It is clear that this young
man had been a devout Jew all his life – he was a good guy! But he
believed that eternal life was something that he could earn by
what he did and had. When Jesus invited him to “come and follow
me” (v22b), he was inviting him into a life of discipleship, into a life
of experiencing God’s presence. This invitation is also extended to
us – Jesus calls you and me to follow him too. Following Jesus,
surrendering to God, is not cheap. Sometimes it can ask more from
us than we are willing to give. Sometimes, like the wealthy man,
we can be devastated when we see the price. But Jesus made two
promises to him, and to us: Firstly, he said that “what appears
humanly impossible is more than possible with God. For God can
do what man cannot” (v27, TPT). And secondly, he assured the
young man, and us, that we will “inherit even more than that – we
will inherit eternal life!” (v30, TPT). When we find ourselves in a
struggle between what we want and what God asks, when we have
to choose between our priorities and God’s invitation, it can be a
very tough choice. We cannot serve ourselves, and God. To be
honest, we all make the wrong choice some days. But the good
news is that it is never too late to choose to follow Jesus’ call.
Jesus calls you to give up your own priorities, even when they seem
so honourable. What hinderance is Jesus calling you to lay down?
Prayer: Jesus, help me to follow you so I may inherit eternal life.
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JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW: DAY FOUR
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A FOLLOWER OF JESUS
Read Mark 8:34-38. “If you truly want to follow me, you should at
once completely disown your own life. And you must be willing to
share my cross and experience it as your own, as you continually
surrender to my ways. For if you let your life go for my sake and
for the sake of the gospel, you will continually experience true
life” (v34b-35a, TPT).
It is a natural human trait that we want to control our own lives.
Even babies know how to demand what they need. But when we
answer Jesus’ call to follow him, when we truly choose a life of
surrender to God, our lives are reordered. We deny, or disown, our
own power. When we deny Christ, we refuse to give him control of
our lives. But when we deny ourselves, we surrender to Christ that
he may rule over our lives. We make Christ the centre. To follow
Jesus is more than dethroning our own lives, it is about enthroning
Christ. When we follow Christ, we open ourselves to become like
Christ. Christ surrendered his life for mine and for yours. And in
return, Christ asks that we surrender our lives to him.
The upside-down way of God’s kingdom shows us that when we do
make a daily choice to surrender and follow Jesus, when we
choose his way over ours, when we give up our own will to follow
God’s, we ‘will continually experience true life’. When we
surrender, we receive more!
Jesus calls you to continually surrender to God’s ways, even to
share his cross. What is Jesus calling you to step into today?
Prayer: Jesus, remind me that your call for me to give up my life
to follow you, is an invitation into a life that is better and more
beautiful. You call because you love me, and you want me to live!
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JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW: DAY FIVE
JOY IN THE LORD, NOT WORKS
Read Philippians 3:8-11. “To truly know him meant letting go of
everything of my past and throwing all my boasting on the
garbage heap. It’s all like a pile of manure to me now, so that I
may be enriched in the reality of knowing Jesus Christ and
embrace him as Lord in all of his greatness” (v8, TPT).
We are often known by what we do. When we describe someone
we may refer to their profession, their job, or their interests. Our
society has become more focussed on our outcomes, on what we
offer. Our work. Our ‘product’. We are measured not by who we
are, our worth is determined by what value we add. And when we
feel that we don’t have much to offer, we feel that we are not
enough. Paul was someone who was very zealous in his religious
beliefs. In Acts 22 we read of his qualifications – he was the perfect
Jew. He was even prepared to imprison and kill people for God!
But this was before he had a profound experience of the presence
of God. After Paul’s conversion he was still zealous in following
God, but this time it was not to ‘earn’ God’s love. His experience of
the deep acceptance of God, created in Paul a “passion … to be
consumed with him” (v9a, TPT). When Jesus calls us to follow him,
it is easy to focus on what we have to surrender. But God is a God
of love, and when we answer Jesus’ call to follow him, he leads us
into abundant life, into deep peace, and into great joy. Our worth
lies in who we are in God, not in our works.
Jesus calls you to follow him into a fuller life. Where is Jesus calling
you to be joyful today?
Prayer: Jesus, when you call me to follow you, you lead me into a
life of passion. I am enriched when I embrace you and know you.
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JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW: DAY SIX
“MY PASSION IS TO BE CONSUMED WITH HIM…”
Read Philippians 3:8-11. “And I continually long to know the
wonders of Jesus more fully and to experience the overflowing
power of his resurrection working in me. I will be one with him in
his sufferings and I will be one with him in his death. Only then
will I be able to experience complete oneness with him in his
resurrection from the realm of death” (v10-11, TPT).
In this series we are exploring how Jesus calls us. All of us. Jesus
calls us to repentance. Jesus calls us to follow him and to surrender
to him. This leads naturally to Jesus’ call to serve, and Jesus’ call to
witness. Our process of responding to the call of Jesus is not linear,
it is a journey. Although each one of these ‘steps’ is a natural
progression into the next, there are also times where our serving
leads to a renewed repentance, for example. Sometimes we need
to step back in order to step forward. Sometimes we stride and
sometimes we slip. But all the themes we explore in this series
help us on our progression into mature discipleship. It is not our
works, or our steps, or our success in our own strength that moves
us forward. It is through the grace of the God who loves us enough
to accept us as we are, but loves us too much to leave us there.
The promise of resurrection with Jesus after death is a glorious
promise. One I greatly look forward to. But for now I am more than
content with the promise that I can be ‘consumed’ by the wonders
of Jesus, and experience his overflowing power working in me.
Even in this life, on this side of heaven, the reward for answering
Jesus’ call to follow him, to surrender to him, is beyond what we
can imagine. God is a God who we can follow in trust.
Prayer: Jesus, help me as I take steps every day to follow you.
Guide me when I go astray. Teach me that I can trust your path.
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JESUS CALLS…
Reflection on JESUS CALLS… TO FOLLOW:
Welcome:

Reflect on a time when you trusted God, and he was
faithful. What happened? What are you learning?

Worship:

Listen to or sing the hymn, “I Surrender All”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7x2IpLSfqp8
Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you how to trust him,
and how to surrender completely. Spend some time
in silence, opening your heart to receive.

Word:

Read Matthew 9:9-13, Luke 18:18-30, Mark 8:3438, Philippians 3:8-11.
Have you ever been told that you have to clean
yourself up and pray the sinner’s prayer before you
can follow Jesus? What does the story of Jesus’ call
to Matthew teach you about who Jesus calls?
Jesus told the rich young man that he did have to do
something before he could follow Jesus. Why was
his situation different to that of Matthew? Does this
story teach us that wealth is bad? What are you
learning by reading these two stories together?
What does it mean for you, to ‘lay down your life’?
Why do you think Jesus expects that?
Reflect on the phrase: “my passion is to be
consumed with him”. What does that mean to you?








Work:

This week, whenever you experience anxiety and
fear, surrender it to God, and trust him with it. Then
pray, asking Jesus to renew his call to you to follow
him.
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JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE: DAY ONE
Read 1 Peter 4:1-11.
On 19 July 64AD a fire caused huge damage to the centre of Rome.
It lasted for three days and left much of the city in ruin. The then
emperor, Nero, was looking for someone to blame for this
catastrophe and the finger was pointed at the Christians. What
followed was a severe time of persecution. Christians were burned
at the stake and fed to lions and wild animals. It was in this climate
that Peter was communicating with his fellow believers. Peter
focussed on the following aspects in his writings:
- Our individual faith in Christ
- Our relationship with God
Peter encouraged the Christians of the time to stand firm in their
belief in Christ by continuing to serve Him faithfully, despite the
persecution that threatened them. In 1 Peter 4:5-7, Peter reminds
his fellow servants of Christ that their abusers will have to face and
give account to God’s judgement. He reminds the believers that
their salvation belongs to God and it is God who will judge how
they have lived.
As firm believers in Christ we have nothing to fear because those
who persecute us will have to pay for what they have done. God is
our strength in times of trouble, and as shown by the Christians of
the time; if we choose to serve Him we can remain victorious in
our faith, knowing that any persecution we may have to face on
earth is temporary compared to an eternity spent with Him. Peter
was persecuted because of his belief in Christ. He died knowing
that his personal sacrifice was insignificant compared to the impact
his life’s work had had in bringing others to know and love Christ.
Prayer: Father, help me to remain conscious of the amazing gift
you gave me when your Son died on the cross for my sins.
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JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE: DAY TWO
Read 1 Peter 4:1-11.
Peter encourages the Christians of the time by reminding them:
- That their bodies are the temple of God
- That they belong to a royal priesthood
- That they are part of a holy nation
In verses 3 -5, Peter told the followers of Christ that they had left
behind their sinful past. They may be mocked and abused because
of their beliefs, but it is their obedience to Christ alone which
highlights and makes abundantly visible the sinfulness of those
who mock them.
As followers of Christ we are encouraged to help one another not
to fall back into those activities which held us captive as sinners. In
verse 4, Peter referred to a “flood of dissipation”. Here Peter was
referring to activities such as, “debauchery, drunkenness, orgies,
carousing and detestable idolatry”.
These activities do not fit with someone who remains firm in their
faith in Christ. We are reminded again that our bodies are the
temple of God and we belong to a royal priesthood and a holy
nation.
Prayer: God, please help me to remember that I represent who
you are. Help me to remain pure and holy in your sight. Help me
to resist the temptations of the flesh.
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JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE: DAY THREE
Read 1 Peter 4:1-11.
Peter encourages the Christians of the time not to allow
“persecution” to break them down. Our present suffering is small
compared to an eternity spent with Christ. In verses 7-11, Peter
encourages the Christians to be, “clear minded and self-controlled
so that you can pray and above all we should love each other
deeply because love covers a multitude of sins”.
Our firm expectation of Christ’s return allows us to grow in our
capacity to love God and to love others. Who you are and what
you have is overshadowed by what you can do for others. In verse
9, Peter reminds us to use our gifts to serve others. When we do
this:
- We are faithfully administering God’s grace in its various
forms
- The community will see Christ’s life shining through us
(v11)
Consider: What gifts has God given you? How would you like to use
these gifts to serve others?
Our gifts are all unique. You may think that your gifting is
insignificant, but the smallest act of kindness may impact someone
in a miraculous way. Trust God to help you use your gifts. 1
Corinthians 13 tells us that the greatest gift bestowed on us is love.
God is love. When we bestow that love on others, we are bringing
glory to His name.
Prayer: Father, help me to use the gifts which you have given me
to serve others.
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JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE: DAY FOUR
Read Philippians 2:3-11.
In Philippians we are reminded of the importance of being bonded
together or working together in our service to Christ. We are
encouraged to be likeminded in love, being one in spirit and
purpose. When we have this attitude, we let go of our selfish
desires, and our vanity and conceit mentioned in verse 3, and in
humility we consider others before ourselves.
Donald Guthrie in his bible guide to Philippians provides us with
insight into what it is that promotes our unity in Christ:
- We should all have Christ in us
- Love and loving others should be our most important
consideration (1 Corinthians 13)
- We should have fellowship with one another knowing that
the common bond which ties us together, is Christ
- We should demonstrate Christ’s compassion to others
We learn by studying these verses that humility is the glue which
keeps us united, and we are told that the following activities
destroy unity:
- Fighting spoils unity and is the work of the “flesh”
- Vanity puts self before unity
When we are humble in our relationship with others, we consider
their needs first and we hold others in high esteem.
Prayer: Father help me to love others and to have fellowship with
people, knowing that you are the bond that keeps us together.
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JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE: DAY FIVE
Read Philippians 2:3-11.
When we study verses 5-11 of Philippians chapter 2, we learn that
Jesus is the perfect example of humility, as spoken about
yesterday. Jesus models verse 4 which states, “Each of you should
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of
others”. How did Christ achieve this in his ministry?
- He demonstrated who God is
- Despite being God’s son, he took on the limitations of being
man
- He became a servant – the equivalent of being a slave
- He sacrificed his life for us
Christ’s ultimate act of humility brought about His glory. God
bestowed upon Him a new name: ‘Lord’, so that He would be
acknowledged by everyone. “That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father”.
When we honour His name and confess Him as our Lord, we
honour His Father. We may follow Christ’s example of humility by
being:
- Obedient to Him
- Demonstrating who Christ is to others
- Sharing His love with others
Prayer: God, thank you for being the perfect example of humility.
Help me not to look to my own interests, but to the interests of
others.
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JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE: DAY SIX
Read Matthew 8:14-17.
In these verses we hear about:
- How Jesus healed Peter’s mother in law. We learn that
when he touched her hand, the fever left her, and she got
up and began to wait on him
- How when evening came, many who were demon
possessed were brought to him and he drove out spirits
with a word, and healed the sick
There are a few aspects of these two stories that we can learn
from:
- Jesus was an example of someone practising His faith.
Christ did not just preach His belief in God, He acted upon it
- Peter’s mother in-law’s immediate reaction to Christ when
He touched her, was to immediately begin to serve Him
Consider: Have you been touched by God in the past? Can you
remember a time when He has rescued you from a bad situation?
What could you do to demonstrate your appreciation to him?
When our deeds represent Christ’s love and grace, we are able to
impact others. Christ’s touch is miraculous and life changing. If we
model His example, He may use us to change lives for Him.
Prayer: God help me to be an example of someone practising my
faith on a daily basis. Please use me to touch others’ lives.
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JESUS CALLS…
Reflection on JESUS CALLS… TO SERVE:
We learn from studying 1 Peter 4:1-11, that:
- Our bodies are the temple of God
- That we belong to a royal priesthood
- That we are part of a holy nation
The way we behave should reflect our faith in God.
Our firm expectation of Christ’s return allows us to grow in our
capacity to love God and to love others. Who you are and what
you have is overshadowed by what you can do for others. In verse
9, Peter reminds us to use our gifts to serve others. When we do
this:
- We are faithfully administering God’s grace in its various
forms
- The community will see Christ’s life shining through us
(v11)
In Philippians 2:3-11 we learn that:
- We should all have Christ in us
- Love and loving others should be our most important
consideration (1 Corinthians 13)
- We should have fellowship with one another knowing that
the common bond which ties us together, is Christ
- We should demonstrate Christ’s compassion to others
Lastly, in Matthew 8:14-11 we learn that when our deeds
represent Christ’s love and grace, we are able to impact others.
Christ’s touch is miraculous and life changing. If we model His
example, He may use us to change lives for Him.
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Welcome:
Open in prayer: Father, we want to serve you
faithfully. Help us to become a community which loves, blesses,
encourages and protects one another. Please use us to touch other
people’s lives. Help us to live by your example of true humility and
use us to demonstrate your compassion and love to others.
Worship:

Sing the old song, ‘The Servant Song’:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYpH3y4608E

Word:

Read 1 Peter 4:1-11.
 How did Peter encourage his fellow Christians
who were being cruelly persecuted by the
emperor, Nero?
 Why did Peter encourage the Christians not to
be tempted to sin?
 What does Peter teach us about the gifts God
has given us?
 Share with the group what your gifts are.
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JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS: DAY ONE
JESUS AS THE IDEAL WITNESS
Read Revelation 1:4-5. “And from Jesus Christ the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth”
(v5, ESV).
We often hear of the idea of being called to witness to other
people. This word seems strange and may seem like an
unattainable goal. The word ‘witness’ comes from the Hebrew root
word, ed, meaning "to repeat”. Being a witness can also mean to
provide evidence or proof. To witness is simply to repeat the good
news of Jesus to other people. To witness is to be God’s proof of
His love on earth.
The idea of being proof of God’s unconditional love and grace on
earth may still seem impossible to attain; but we have the best
evidence on which we can base our words and actions: Jesus was
the first witness, “the faithful witness” (Revelation 1:5, ESV). Jesus
Christ was the sum of all God’s love, grace and mercy in human
form and He taught us how to be witnesses of His Father’s love.
Centring our lives on Christ makes witnessing become more
natural, as our lives will exude Him.
Witnessing does not have to be left on the periphery of our
Christian lives. We can be witnesses in both the things we say and
the things we do.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for showing me what it means to witness
God’s love to others. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS: DAY TWO
JESUS CALLS US TO WITNESS
Read John 20:11-18. “Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God’” (v17, NIV).
After Jesus was raised to life three days after He was crucified,
Mary Magdalene had an encounter with Him. She encountered the
living Christ who had been resurrected, and would probably have
wanted to spend as much time with Him as possible. Jesus,
however, tells her to go and share the good news with the
disciples that He is alive. Jesus calls Mary to witness.
And Jesus is calling us too. Witnessing is so much easier when we
share our own testimony of how Jesus has raised us to life again.
Sharing the good news of His love and His forgiveness comes
naturally when we realise the enormity of what God has done for
us. Just as Mary could go and share the news that Jesus is alive
because she had experienced Him first-hand, so we too can share
our first-hand experiences with the Father and the Son and, in so
doing, help kindle a flame in others that Jesus can set alight.
Sharing the story of our salvation through our stories, our words, is
one way of witnessing to the world.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for saving me. Help me be excited to
share my story with others. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS: DAY THREE
ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS
Read Matthew 5:16. “In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven” (NIV).
In a similar way that our words bear witness to others of God’s
love, grace and mercy, so too do our actions. Sometimes what we
do in day-to-day life may share God’s story even better than what
we could ever put into words.
There is a common saying that we may be the only Bible that some
people ever read. When we excitedly declare ourselves Christians
because of God’s work in our lives, others may see what we do
even more. Our deeds show God’s love and grace as we learn to
live grace-filled lives. Our negative actions may be scrutinised by
others, but the way in which we live for Jesus shows other people
who God wants us to be. We can bear witness to Christ by simply
going through everyday life in awe of who He is. Our light will shine
so brightly that others will be drawn to it and we may bear witness
without even realising it. When we grow the fruits of God’s Spirit
in our own lives, others can see how to grow theirs too and draw
closer to God.
Our actions can often share our story more evidently than our
words.
Prayer: Lord, let the way I act echo who you are. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS: DAY FOUR
WITNESSES IN JERUSALEM
Read Acts 1:7-8. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (v8,
ESV).
Although this idea of witnessing may still be terrifying or out of
reach to many of us, we do not have to start with the whole world.
We just have to start in our own homes. Just as Jesus called the
disciples to witness in their home town of Jerusalem, we are called
to witness to our own families.
Our words and deeds at home need to share God’s love story. How
we feel about Jesus saving us should spread like wildfire
throughout our homes. Our loved ones are our first port of call
when we share our testimonies. The people closest to us, and
especially those with whom we live, see us at our best and our
worst. Sharing the good news of our salvation and Christ’s love for
us with our families can help us extend the same grace to our
loved ones, which they may do in return. When we know that we
are saved, we can help our families hear and see the good news
and help lead them towards their own love story with God.
We are called to be witnesses in our very own homes.
Prayer: Lord, help me be a witness in my own home. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS: DAY FIVE
WITNESSES IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA
Read Acts 1:7-8. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (v8,
ESV).
Once we have shared God’s story with our family members, they
too can share their stories with others. In this way, a flame is
kindled that can spread throughout our daily interactions with
others outside of our homes. The places where we spend the most
time; whether at school, at work, at church, or elsewhere, are our
next destinations for bearing witness.
We can share the story of salvation with family, friends and
colleagues through both our words and actions. The daily
interactions with others can bear testament to God’s love,
whether consciously or subconsciously. The way that we deal with
conflict can show others how we experience God’s love.
Whether at work or at play, we can make a decision to talk about
our salvation, or we can share the salvation story with others
through the subconscious words we speak about ourselves and
others, or in our actions towards others.
The circle in which we witness God’s love, mercy and grace
increases when we share it in our own neighbourhoods.
Prayer: Lord, help me share your story with others outside of my
home. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS: DAY SIX
WITNESSES TO ALL THE EARTH
Read Acts 1:7-8. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (v8,
ESV).
Through our interactions with others at home and away, we can
help light God’s fire throughout the world. If every person who has
experienced the enormity of God’s love shares their story with the
world, we can set the world alight for Him.
In these days of globalisation and social media, we can literally
witness to people on the other ends of the earth, through
conscious and subconscious words and deeds.
Jesus commissioned us to teach others about Him and our
salvation throughout all nations: “Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19, NIV). Although
this may seem overwhelming, sharing our stories with others
wherever we are can set the world ablaze. Our actions and our
words about Christ can be seen and heard from afar - if we only
take the first step.
We are called to be Christ’s ambassadors in the world (2
Corinthians 5:20). We are marketing Him to the world through our
stories and actions. Let us excitedly go out and share the good
news!
Prayer: Lord, help me to be your ambassador to the world. Amen.
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JESUS CALLS…
Reflection on JESUS CALLS… TO WITNESS:
Welcome:

What comes to mind when you hear the word
“witness”? How would you define it in terms of your
salvation?

Worship:

Listen to “Go” by Kristian Stanfill.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYR4cPWy_Nc
Ask God to give you the courage to go and spread
the good news.

Word:

Read Revelation 1:4-5; John 20:11-18; Matthew
5:16; Acts 1:7-8; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians
5:11-20.
Jesus calls us to witness to others in both our words
and our actions.
 Do you feel comfortable sharing your
testimony?
 Have you witnessed to your own family?
 Have you witnessed to your greater
community?
 How can you share your salvation story with
others at home and away?
 How can you be an ambassador for Christ?

Work:

This week, focus on spreading God’s love story one
little bit at a time.
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