Hello Northfield Family
It is now a week since our country went into lockdown. How are you coping? My experience probably
mirrors yours: I swing from unbelief and anxiety, to boredom and distraction - sometimes in the very same
minute! Please connect with us and chat to us on all our platforms - we’d love to know how you are!
Our focus at Northfield for this season is Worship Services, Congregational Care, and Mission and
Outreach, and our ministries and staff are working on these areas. Church is not about the building, it is
about people worshipping and serving our God, even in these challenging times.
Mission and Outreach
As you can imagine, the situation on the ground for the homeless and very poor is dire. We have been
working with the army to become an emergency food supplier, and many of our Mission and Outreach
staff have received permits to act as essential service providers. There are so many people who are
vulnerable, and for whom lockdown is a scary scenario. We will be working with the authorities to
continue to provide food parcels and bread to as many people as possible during this time. We will be
supplying our outreach projects with food to distribute to their communities, and we will continue to
distribute food parcels and bread. Last week we dropped off food parcels for 24 families at Home Start. We
have several outreaches that we partner with, like Norah’s Educate Centre, the John Wesley Community
Centre, Reto Rehab Centre, Daveyton Old Age Home and many others. Our aim is to support them with as
much food as we can on an ongoing basis, and then they will support the communities in their own areas.
That way we are working within the distribution networks we already have.

Sasko has been in partnership with us for several months now, and we receive trucks full of bread from
them weekly. This is still ongoing, even now. In the two weeks before lockdown we distributed more than
10 000 loaves to our outreaches, and after lockdown we have taken bread to Kid’s Haven, and we have
been assisted by the Metro Police and the SAPS to hand out bread at the taxi rank near Northmead Clinic.
Before there was a designated shelter for the homeless we also handed out bread to the people on the
streets. Last week we received a truck full of food from the Gregg Mitchley Foundation. Someone donated
a large quantity of packs of apples, a truck load of mushrooms came from Country Mushrooms, and we
received large bags of powdered soup, so we will be continuing to pack food parcels. People have also
donated money into our bank account so we can pay for more essentials.
Our Mission and Outreach Ministry has been working on the logistics of this with Government agencies for
several days, and now it is confirmed: From 2 April 2020, 200 homeless people will be housed in the
Bakerton Community Centre in Springs, and 120 homeless people will be housed at the Benoni City Hall.
Northfield Methodist Church and John Wesley Community Centre will be providing 320 people with 3
meals a day at these emergency shelters in this #Covid19 season. eMseni Conference Centre and their
team of cooks will be assisting in preparing these 960 meals every day for distribution. I have posted a
video of Quinton de Beer talking about this on our YouTube and Facebook.
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Worship Services:
We have pre-recorded services for Sundays, as well as a Good Friday service. These services include a
worship team and a sermon. Because we want the children to know that they are part of this journey with
us, there is also an object lesson included especially for them. Join us as we worship God from home. We
will be doing church differently, together.

These services will be broadcast on Sundays and Good Friday at 8am, through Facebook at
www.facebook.com/NorthfieldMethodistChurch/ and YouTube
www.youtube.com/northfieldmethodistchurch. These videos will remain up, and can be watched at your
convenience. These sermons will also be available in an audio format from our website at
www.northfield.co.za/sermon-downloads/ for those who don’t have an abundance of data.
We will be observing Holy Week in a way that is still sacred and special. We will be releasing a short
devotional video every night during this time, which will be a reflection from one of the Ministers and a
song from one of our worship teams. We will be releasing these every night of Holy Week at 6:30pm on
YouTube and Facebook, to encourage you to join us in collective worship even though we are physically
separate. You are invited to join us from home, as we follow the journey of Jesus toward the cross.

In addition to this, we will be sending out a daily devotional for every day, to encourage you to connect
with God. Join us on Wednesdays at noon, as we share a moment of community even while we are at
home, as we worship the God who is present with us, here and now. Join us on Thursdays at noon, as
we pray to God together in community, even while we are physically apart. Please look out for all of
these moments of digital worship and connection, mostly on Facebook and/or YouTube.
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Congregational Care:
Physical distancing does not have to be social distancing. Our team at The Well is available to counsel
people telephonically or via WhatsApp as needed.

We have created Connect Care groups, where we have asked volunteers to take on a group of people to
connect with, and care for, in this season. If you would like someone to connect with you, or if you know of
someone who may like someone to connect with them, please let Jackie L know. This is not only for
Northfielders - anyone who needs connection is invited.
Stay Connected
• We will continue to communicate with you, and hear from you – even during lockdown.
• Our phone lines are redirected, and someone will handle phone calls that come to our office line
during office hours at 0101400210.
• We have a Northfield WhatsApp number for queries at 0790490409.
• You can email Jackie Hayter at jackie@nfmc.org.za for information, prayer requests, or any other
need, or to be placed on the email list.
You can continue to give digitally toward the work of God through Northfield, from your home.

What a privilege to be able to continue to do God's work in this time!
Blessings,
Jackie Hayter and Team Northfield
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