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THE FIGHT BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL: DAY ONE 
 
Read Mark 5:1-20 
 
How often when we read stories in the Bible, do we relate to the hero 
rather than the villain? I wonder as you read this story, who do you most 
relate to? Where are you in this story? Perhaps one of the Disciples, or 
one of the town folks? Probably not the demon-possessed man. 
 
C.S Lewis writes in a book called ‘Mere Christianity’, 
“Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is. We never 
find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it: 
and Christ, because He was the only man who never yielded to 
temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what temptation 
means – the only complete realist”.  
 
There is often a part of us that looks at others and thinks, ‘thank 
goodness I’m not like him/her’. There is a temptation to look at the man 
at Gerasene and say that. There is a part of us, if we were honest, that 
might be tempted to think “thank goodness I’m not like him, tormented 
by evil to the point that I live in the tombs”.   
 
Yet, if we were completely honest, perhaps we too struggle with evil 
within us.  As C.S Lewis says, all of us have an evil impulse within us that 
needs to be resisted, and only once we try to resist it, do we realise how 
strong it is. If we are honest with ourselves, perhaps we are more like the 
man who lived among the tombs than we care to admit. It is only 
through the power of Jesus Christ that we will be able to fight the 
struggle of evil that we find within us.  
 

Prayer: Father, please help us recognise the struggle within us. As 
we recognise this struggle please give us the courage to turn to 
Jesus for forgiveness, freedom and salvation. Thank you that You 
offer us a life of healing and wholeness, may we have the 
courage to accept it. In Jesus name, amen.  
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THE GRAVEYARD: DAY TWO 
 
Read: Mark 5:1-10 
When we unpack the story that we find in this passage in Mark there are 
a few things that stand out. 
Firstly, we are reminded that evil is destructive. The man lost everything, 
he lost the people in his life, his freedom, his dignity even his humanity. 
At the end of the story Jesus tells the man to go home to his family, there 
was a time when this man had a home and a family, now, naked alone 
and living among the dead, he has nothing.  
When we first read this passage, we assume he has no family. He is 
completely isolated from all living people, alone in his struggle. When we 
give in to our evil desires it often isolates us as well, causes pain to the 
people around us that we love the most. It is often my family that suffer 
the most because of my sin.  
Secondly, we are remined that evil causes pain. Listen to the words in 
this passage "Night and day among the tombs and in the hills, he would 
cry out and cut himself with stones” (verse 5). We often think that if we 
give into our temptations, we will find relief, yet it is quite the opposite. 
When we give in to our temptations, temptations that hurt those around 
us and force us into secret, the result of it is suffering. We cause 
suffering to others and offer suffer ourselves. Sin always brings sadness, 
suffering and pain. Even if at first it brings pleasure, the result of sin is 
always pain.  
Thirdly, it brought about fear in others. Other people were afraid of the 
man. They avoided him. The man was at home among the dead and 
lonely among the living. I will never forget the words of a mentor in my 
life “The opposite of faith is not doubt, but fear”. When our lives, or 
actions bring about fear in others we are not adding to the faith of this 
world. Rather we are detracting from it. We are not working with the 
Kingdom of God.  
I wonder, if you were honest about your life; have you caused those 
closest to you pain or fear? Have you become more isolated? Perhaps 
you and I need a deep encounter with Jesus Christ. 

Father, please reach out to us in our brokenness and lift us up 
above our distress and into the peace of Your presence. In Jesus 
name, Amen.  
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JESUS GOES TO THE WORST PARTS: DAY THREE 
 
Read Mark 4:36-41 
 

When we look at a map of Ancient Israel there is something fascinating 
about this story. Jesus was on the opposite side of the sea of Galilee. 
According to Mark, Jesus was telling people parables and then gets into a 
boat to cross the sea of Galilee. Out of the blue He says to the disciples, 
come let’s go the other side. On the other side of the Sea of Galilee was 
Gerasene. The place where our focus story for the week takes place. In 
the middle of the crossing of the Sea of Galilee a storm breaks out and 
Jesus calms the storm. He arrives at Gerasene, heals the demon 
possessed man, gets in the boat and leaves.  

Gerasene was a Gentile place, which meant it was considered unclean 
for the Jews. In addition to this the man lived among the tombs, this too 
was considered unclean. They were also surrounded by herds of pigs, 
this was also considered unclean for a Jew. In other words, Jesus goes to 
an unclean Gentile graveyard close to pigs. There is no place more 
unclean than this place. Yet, when we read the story before and after the 
passage in Mark 5. Jesus only goes there to have an encounter with this 
demon possessed man.  

How incredible, that Jesus will go to the most unclean places to set free 
just one person. There is a reminder in this story that there is nothing 
more destructive to the soul than trying to present ourselves as ‘clean’ 
before God when in fact we aren’t. Jesus was willing to be with this man 
in the most unclean places and offer him healing and restoration. 
Compare that to the way that Jesus was forced to interact with the 
Pharisees. This story is a reminder that the idea that we need to 
somehow present our ‘best’, clean lives to Jesus is Pharisaic. Jesus would 
rather see us in our worst state in honesty, than in our religious best.  

Prayer: Jesus thank You that You find us in our worst places and 
invite us into freedom. May we never hide our brokenness from 
You but offer it to You for Your healing touch. In Jesus name, 
amen.   
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JESUS OFFERS HUMANITY: DAY FOUR 
 
Read: Mark 5:6-13 
 

As we continue with the story, notice something else about Jesus.  
Jesus goes to meet the demon-possessed man. He travels to the worst of 
places. Then as Jesus encounters the man, as the man runs towards 
Jesus, Jesus doesn’t condemn him. Jesus doesn’t tell the man to get away 
from Him. Jesus doesn’t tell the man how unclean or broken he is. Rather 
Jesus responds beautifully by asking him a question, “What is your 
name?”  
 
There is something beautiful and profound in that question. Jesus 
appeals to the humanity of the man. Gives him a glimpse of honour, 
dignity and welcome in asking him his name. Then Jesus offers him 
freedom, forgiveness and peace. Jesus doesn’t look at the man in 
judgement, but in love.  
 
I often think in those moments in my life when I’ve been ‘living among 
the tombs’, that Jesus’ response to me will be “what have you done?” or 
“how could you?” However, when I read this story, I see that that is not 
who Jesus is. Jesus responds with love and restoration. I can imagine 
Jesus meeting me and saying “what is your name?” or “who are you?” 
and as I respond He says “You are mine, I have called you by name.”  
 
Do you need to hear those words from Jesus?  
 
When we see or meet people in their brokenness, may our response be 
filled with the grace that Jesus responds to us. The world doesn’t need 
our judgement. People don’t need our criticism, they need our kindness. 
The same kindness that Jesus showed to us. 
 

Prayer: Father please remind us that we are Yours and that 
nothing can snatch us out of Your hands. Thanks to Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
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THE PEOPLE ASK JESUS TO LEAVE: DAY FIVE 
 
Read: Mark 5:16-17 
A part of this story that has always fascinated me is the part where the 
people from the town arrive on the scene. They see exactly what has 
gone on and instead of responding in wonder or worship. They witness a 
miracle; someone they knew has been completely changed, healed and 
restored. They take one look at Jesus and ask Him to leave. Perhaps it 
was because of the financial loss of the pigs. Perhaps it was because 
what they had always known had been changed. Perhaps it was because 
they were afraid that Jesus would see the evil within them and challenge 
them to change. Either way, they see what Jesus does, they see what 
Jesus was capable of, and they ask Him to leave.  

I wonder how many times I’ve asked Jesus to leave. I wonder how many 
times you’ve asked Jesus to leave. I think that like the people from the 
town, sometimes it’s easier to ask Jesus to step out of our lives or off the 
scene, rather than deal with what is unclean in my life.  

Once again, C.S Lewis writes in ‘Mere Christianity’; “God is the only 
comfort, He is also the supreme terror: the thing we most need and the 
thing we most want to hide from. He is our only possible ally, and we 
have made ourselves His enemies. Some people talk as if meeting the 
gaze of absolute goodness would be fun. They need to think again. They 
are still only playing with religion. Goodness is either the great safety or 
the great danger – according to the way you react to it.”  

In other words, Jesus offers us freedom, but sometimes we believe we 
have our struggle with sin under control and don’t want to give it up. We 
would rather ask Jesus to leave, than surrender our sin to Him. We would 
rather ask Jesus to leave than open our hearts to Him. The people of the 
town were quite content with the brokenness around and within them. 
They seemed afraid that they may be forced to face their own demons. 
Perhaps we are more like the people of the town than we car to admit.  

Prayer: Father please protect us from playing religion. In Jesus name, 
Amen.  
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THE MAN IS LEFT BEHIND: DAY SIX 
 
Read: Mark 5:18-20 
The end of this story is different to how I would have imagined. I would 
have imagined that the man asks to follow Jesus and Jesus says yes and 
he becomes one of the disciples. However, this is not the case. Rather, 
the man asks to go with Jesus and Jesus tells him that he needs to stay 
and go back to his family.  
 
Jesus gives this man an instruction as he says goodbye. He tells him to do 
three things.  

1. Go home to his family.  

2. Tell people about Jesus. 

3. Speak about the Mercy he received.  

Perhaps we too should remember to simply do these three things. 
Perhaps this is a response that Jesus longs for us to have as well. Firstly, 
go home to our families. You can fool a lot of people into thinking that 
you have changed. You can fool a lot of people into thinking that you are 
someone that you are not. But, you cannot fool your family. Your family 
knows and sees the real you. By going home to his family, the whole 
community would see that this man’s life was truly changed, that it was 
really different, that he was completely set free. If we want to know how 
real the touch of Jesus has been on our lives, let us look at how we treat 
our family, those closest to us.  
 
The man is then told to tell people about Jesus and how Jesus had mercy 
on him. When we tell people about a significant event in our lives. When 
we share the difference that Jesus has made to us and the mercy that 
Jesus has had on us two things happen. One we inspire and encourage 
others to turn to Jesus to find the same freedom we have found. Two we 
remember what Jesus has done and the mercy He gave. There is a 
temptation in the human life to forget that God was the One who saved 
us and start to think that we saved ourselves. The more we tell the story, 
the more we remember the story. When last did you tell someone what 
Jesus has done for you?  

Prayer: Jesus, thank you for Your mercy and freedom. Amen   
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GROUP NOTES 

PLACES JESUS WALKED - GERASENES 

 
Welcome:  
Have you ever experienced the Mercy of Jesus? 
Share that experience with the group. 
 
Worship:  
Listen to the song “No longer slaves”. 
 
Word:   
Read Mark 5:1-20 

 In what ways do you think you are like the demon-possessed 

man?  

 What is different in the way that Jesus treats the man, compared 

to everyone else?  

 What does this passage say about who Jesus is and how Jesus 

treats us? 

 Why do you think the people of the town ask Jesus to leave? In 

what ways are we like that?  

 Jesus asks the man to go home to his family, tell people about 

Jesus and His mercy. What one thing do you think Jesus is asking 

you to do in this season?  

Work: 
Try find one thing that Jesus is asking you to do this week.  
Do this one thing and then share with the group what has happened.  
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CAESAREA PHILIPPI: DAY ONE 
 
Reading: Matthew 16: 13-20 
“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
“They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he 
asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
I am sure you have heard the saying “Drawing a line in the sand”. Jesus in 
our reading today, has drawn the line in the sand, He asks his disciples 
this question; “But who do you say that I am?” 
Jesus asked this question in the district of Caesarea Philippi. This is a 
beautiful place. It is in the wooded foothills of Mount Hermon. A spring 
of water comes out of a grotto creating a small stream that gives birth to 
the Jordan River. Its significance reaches back to Alexander the Great 
who established a temple to honor the Greek god of nature, Pan. Later it 
became a Roman imperial city, an administrative center, renamed to 
honor Caesar Augustus. 
Jesus traveled all the way north from Galilee, to the very edge of Israel, 
to an historic place that represented creation, pagan idolatry, and 
political power and only then asked his questions. “Who do people say 
that I am?” “Who do you say that I am?” 
Where is Jesus meeting us today to ask these same questions? In 
pastures green or in the dark valleys of life?  
 

Prayer: Jesus Christ, may we always have the boldness to answer you 
when you ask us “Who am I?”, you are the Son of the living God, our 
Lord, and Saviour. Amen 
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WHO DO YOU SAY I AM: DAY TWO 
 
Reading: Matthew 16: 16-17 
“Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 
Father in heaven.” 
 
The response and answers offered to the question that Jesus asks hasn’t 
changed much over the years.  
Some say John the Baptist: an edgy religious teacher, a spiritual 
revolutionary. Others say Elijah: a miracle worker who channels the 
power of God. Still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets: one who 
speaks on God’s behalf to challenge both the people and their leaders. 
Interestingly, Jesus doesn’t disagree with any of that. The real question is 
the one that follows. 
 
“But who do you say that I am?” Now he gets personal. Standing there, 
so close to the earthly power centers of pagan religion, emperor 
devotion, and political power, Jesus draws his line in the sand. He asks 
his disciples, and he asks us, “Who am I, to you?” 
 
We only hear Peter’s response. “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” You, not Caesar, are the chosen one, the anointed one, the 
Savior, and Lord of all. You are the Son of the living God. Peter got it 
right. 
 
How do you and I respond today? We have heard Peter’s response. What 
is our response today?  In your quiet time today can you take a moment 
to answer this question aloud that Jesus asks us…. “Who do you say I 
am?” 
 

Prayer: God our Father, we do not always understand you. Our eyes 
are so easily blinded, grant to us what Peter received, that power 
greater than ourselves, that we might believe, trust, and follow. Amen 
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WHO AM I TO YOU: DAY THREE 
 
Reading: Matthew 16: 17-20 & Matthew 16:4 
“Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he 
ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.” 
 
“’A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign, but none will be 
given it except the sign of Jonah.’ Jesus then left them and went away.” 
 
In yesterday’s devotion, we were encouraged to offer an answer to the 
question Jesus asks us; “Who do you say I am”. I am wondering what this 
conversation was like, for you? 
 
Peter having offered his answer to Jesus was quickly affirmed, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah.”  That’s an interesting title. Remember 
Jesus’ words from our second reading today verse 4 of chapter 16? “An 
evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to 
it except the sign of Jonah.” More on that tomorrow. 
 
Today Jesus asks us, “Who is Jesus, to us?” Is he a spiritual sideshow or 
Lord of our lives? Is he a magician, a miracle worker, good only for our 
entertainment or perhaps our rescue? Or is he the living embodiment of 
God, the One who reveals God’s will for all of life? 
 
Who will it be? Caesar or Jesus? The gods of culture or the God of 
Creation? Who am I, to you? 
 
 

Prayer:  Jesus Christ, grant us the humility to recognise the work of 
the Spirit of God in the lives of others today and also in our own lives 
so that we may live in the Truth. Amen 

 



 

 

 

 

- 11 - 

ESCAPING SUFFEING: DAY FOUR 
 
Reading: Matthew 16: 21-23 
“From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid 
it, Lord! This must never happen to you” but he turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
Understanding who Jesus is important, when we seek to answer this 
question “Who do you say I am.” 
 
Today we may even be saying, “I don’t know what to answer” or maybe 
we have our own personal view of Jesus that benefits us, a Jesus that 
looks like us, speaks like us, likes what we like etc. 

For Peter, having answered Jesus so quickly, he was convinced that Jesus 
was the Messiah that would turn things around just like Peter wanted it to 
be. When Jesus tells his disciples that he was going to suffer and die, Peter 
wasn’t ready to hear that, this wasn’t his answer to the question “Who do 
you say I am?”. For Peter, suffering and the Messiah didn’t fit together, 
the fact that suffering was an inevitable part of Jesus’ journey, was not 
acceptable to Peter. That Jesus would willingly enter a time of real 
suffering did not fit with Peter’s sense of a future. Peter was following 
Jesus to ESCAPE suffering, not to enter it. There was that line in the sand 
again. Here is the sign of Jonah that I eluded to yesterday. 

This might not make much sense to Peter or to us when looking at all of 
this from a human self-preservation point of view. 
 

Prayer: God grant me the serenity, to accept the things I cannot 
change; 
Courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the 
difference. Amen 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH: DAY FIVE 
 
Reading: Matthew 16: 18-20 
“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  
 
Another aspect of this conversation at Caesarea Philippi that is of 
significance is the answer Jesus gives to Peter about the Church. Let’s go 
back to Peter’s answer to Jesus’ question again. After Peter answered 
that question, Jesus blessed him and told him that he would build his 
church on Peter, on the rock, and that the gates of Hades would not 
prevail against it. 
This is the very first time that Jesus uses the word “church” in the 
gospels. Don’t you think that is significant? I do.  
Peter’s answer becomes the foundation of the church. Jesus promises to 
build his church on the rock foundation of Peter’s faith. Jesus connects 
Peter’s answer, about who he believes Jesus is, to his promise to build 
his church. And that connection is significant. I think Jesus is trying to 
remind us here that we need to always be the community of faith that 
Jesus founded.  
 
Jesus is saying that we will always need each other. We are to be the 
church, a community that is grounded on knowing who He is.  
The church may not be perfect. No congregation is. But He began the 
church, to share the gospel with all the world. And to bring healing, 
hope, peace, justice and love, in his name to the ends of the earth.  
Jesus promises that as we do this, nothing will prevail against his church. 
The gates of Hades will not prevail against his church. And neither will 
COVID-19. Nothing will separate us from the love of God in Jesus. 
 

Prayer: Holy Spirit of God. I long to know of your presence in this time 
of devotion. Work in my life so that I may begin to live like Jesus today. 
Amen 
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THE GOD OF COMFORT: DAY SIX 
 
Reading: Matthew 16:13-20 MSG 
“When Jesus arrived in the villages of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “What are people saying about who the Son of Man is?” 
 “They replied, “Some think he is John the Baptizer, some say Elijah, some 
Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 
He pressed them, “And how about you? Who do you say I am?” 
Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 
 Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get 
that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God 
himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to 
tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on 
which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy 
that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. 
“And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s 
kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers between 
heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A 
no on earth is no in heaven.” 
He swore the disciples to secrecy. He made them promise they would tell 
no one that he was the Messiah.” 
What we believe about God matters! More than anything else in this 
world. And there is no more important time to wrestle with this than 
right now. 
In the midst of all that we are going through in our world today, we 
acknowledge once again our faith and trust in Jesus, believing, with all 
our heart, soul, mind and strength, that He is the Savior of our world, the 
son of the living God. Who promises to calm our every storm, who offers 
us a peace that surpasses all understanding, who is eager to hear our 
heartfelt prayer, and who assures us that he will be with us always, even 
to the end of the age………That is who Jesus is…… Thanks be to God.  
 

Prayer: Father God, as I still myself in your presence now, will you 
draw near to me, will you comfort me and will you once again pour 
your love over me. Amen. 
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GROUP NOTES 

PLACES JESUS WALKED – CAESAREA PHILIPPI 

 
Welcome:  
Each have a turn to answer the question “Who do others say Jesus is?” 
 
Worship: 
(24) Who You Say I Am (Official Lyric Video) - Hillsong Worship - YouTube 
 
 
Prayer: 
Give thanks to God for being the Great I AM.  
Give thanks to Jesus for being the MESSIAH.  
Give thanks to the Holy Spirit that guides us to CHRIST-LIKENESS 
 
Word:   
Read Matthew 16:13-20Read Mark 5:1-20 

 Who do the people say the Son of Man is? List a few examples of 

people you know and their opinion(s) of Jesus. 

 In what ways does Matt 16:13-20 refute the popular notion that 

Jesus was just a good teacher, prophet or good example? 

 Jesus often instructed his disciples not to tell anyone that He was 

the Christ (16:20). Why? What excuses do we use as to why we 

do not tell people that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the Living 

God?  

Work: 
Spend this week in your quiet time answering the question from Jesus: 
Who do you say I am? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiRKTvqsnlw
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A SAFE SPACE: DAY ONE 
 
Bethany was an important place in the ministry of Jesus, it was a place 
He returned to repeatedly. In fact, Bethany is known as the Judean home 
for Jesus as it was His preferred place to stay when He ministered in 
Jerusalem. It was in Bethany that Jesus experienced the powerful gift of 
hospitality as beloved friends Mary, Martha and Lazuras welcomed Him 
into their home. It was in Bethany that Jesus enjoyed a wonderful dinner 
party that was given in His honour. It was in Bethany that Jesus 
experienced lavish, sacrificial love as He was anointed with expensive 
perfume. It was in Bethany that He displayed deep emotion at the 
graveside of Lazarus where, “Jesus wept” – John 11:35, and it was from 
Bethany that He ascended into heaven- Jesus chose to spend the final 
moments of His time on earth there! Bethany was a place where Jesus 
felt at home. It was a place where He found community, rest, and 
sanctuary. Bethany was His safe space. Perhaps this was because it was 
in Bethany that He was surrounded by dear, deep friendships. Friendship 
is important! 
 
 We were not created to do this alone! We see this in the creation 
account; God created everything and proclaimed it was good but in 
chapter 2, after God created Adam, we read that something is not good, 
‘’it is not good for man to be alone”. Solomon echoes this sentiment as 
he writes in Ecclesiastes, “Two people are better off than one, for they 
can help each other succeed. If one person falls, the other can reach out 
and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble.”  Friendship is a 
place of strength! As we face the uncertainties of this season, now more 
than ever we need our own safe space! As we walk through this season 
of restriction and isolation, a time in our history where physically 
meeting together is discouraged and community is threatened,  it is vital 
that we reflect on this question daily, What can I do today to nurture 
deep friendships. 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for calling us your friend. 
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THE POWER OF HOSPITALITY: DAY TWO 
 
A characteristic that almost seems synonymous with Bethany is that of 
hospitality. There is a reason Jesus felt at home in this town! We see 
hospitality extended to Him countless times in this town. A verse that 
summarises it all is found in the reading we studied on Sunday, “… they 
came to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him 
into her home”- Luke 10:38. 
Hospitality is probably one of the most understated gifts that we have 
access to. It should receive much more esteem and attention because 
hospitality is powerful! Hospitality has redemptive qualities! It is after all, 
Gods kindness that leads us to repentance! When we are welcoming and 
warm and receptive to friends, strangers and even (or especially) our 
enemies, we are reflecting the kindness of God. We see this gift so 
wonderfully in Jesus’ ministry: He was generous without a salary and 
hospitable without a home. Wherever He went people who were usually 
on the margins felt included. People who were usually looked over felt 
seen, and people who were usually rejected were lovingly embraced. I 
think of those children who the disciples dismissed thinking that Jesus 
had something better to do than deal with them and how Jesus lovingly 
corrected them, “let the children come to me…”. I think about Jesus 
stretching out His hand and touching a leper; calling out to a sinner in a 
tree and inviting him to a meal; I think about the time Jesus fed the 
thousands on the field.  
Hospitality is transformational because we have within our ability the 
power to extend love to another, and in so doing, we have the power to 
lift people out of the despair of loneliness. “The greatest disease in the 
West today is not TB or leprosy; it is being unwanted, unloved, and 
uncared for. We can cure physical diseases with medicine, but the only 
cure for loneliness, despair, and hopelessness is love”- Mother Theresa 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to see those who are overlooked, love those who 
are lonely and reach out to those who feel rejected. 
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TRUE SPIRITUAL GOODNESS: DAY THREE 
  
One of the names for Bethany is “the place of figs” or perhaps more 
accurately, “the place of unripe figs”. Scripturally, figs are said to 
represent the pursuit of or desire for spiritual goodness. This desire is 
something many of us can relate to. We strive for goodness in or works 
and in our service, sometimes even distorting the beautiful practices of 
reading scripture and prayer when we start to legalistically see them as 
things we can do to get right with God, instead of places we visit to be 
close to Him. Some even seek this goodness by depriving themselves 
from worldly desires, and others have even taken it to extremes by 
punishing themselves just to feel good in the eyes of the Lord. We see 
this clearly in the practice of self-flagellation.                                                                            
There is a wonderful moment in the gospels where Jesus gives us a 
glimpse of what really matters, a picture of what we can do to fulfil this 
desire. This moment happens at the home of, Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus, in Bethany- The very place that represents the desire! 
In the story we find a very frazzled Martha wearing herself thin trying to 
do things for Jesus. She is striving and working, doing all she can in 
pursuit of this goodness, all while her sister Mary does absolutely 
nothing except sit at Jesus feet. In a moment of self-righteousness 
Martha confidently complains to Jesus, “Lord, don’t you care that my 
sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” Jesus 
offers an alternative response, “My dear Martha, you are worried and 
upset over all these details!  There is only one thing worth being 
concerned about. Mary has discovered it”. What Jesus desires more than 
our works is our attention. We are not good because of anything we can 
do. We are good because of What Christ achieved for us on the cross. 
We are good because we are His, and we can only fully realise this when 
we rest in his presence.  
 

Prayer: Lord, give us the courage today to let go of the familiarity and 
comfort in all our striving and to sit instead at your feet. 
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JESUS MEETS US IN OUR PLACES OF MISERY: DAY FOUR 
 
Another name bestowed to Bethany is “house of misery”. Many believe 
that it gained this name because of its physical location; a lonely, small 
village on the foot of the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives facing 
away from the city of Jerusalem. Others speculate that Bethany was a 
designated place for the sick and those with contagious diseases and that 
is why it was called the place of misery. Whatever the reason, the 
symbolism is beautiful- Jesus constantly entered the place of Misery. He 
didn’t avoid it, He didn’t walk around it, He didn’t reject it, in fact, He 
purposefully journeyed toward it. This is a wonderful truth for us to cling 
to as we call to mind the places of darkness, pain, and misery that we 
carry with us. Jesus is not offended by our pain or our brokenness. Jesus 
does not reject us because of our pain and our brokenness. In fact, it is 
because of our misery that He came to earth. He makes a wonderful 
statement to the teachers of religious law after they question Him about 
eating with sinners, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” -Mark 2:17. 
Zacchaeus knew this about Jesus! He was a sinner, despised by his 
community. One day, as Jesus was about to walk by, Zacchaeus climbed 
a tree to catch a glimpse of the Teacher. Jesus didn’t just pass him by, He 
stopped and looked up at him and instead of rebuking him, Jesus invited 
him to share in a meal. At the end of this story Jesus makes another 
beautiful statement, “the son of man came to seek and save the lost.”  
As we navigate our places of misery, may we know that Jesus does not 
pass us by, in fact, He pursues us with love and offers us an invitation for 
connection. ““Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as 
friends.”- Revelation 3:20 
 

Prayer: Lord God, thank you for loving me, a sinner! Today I choose to 
invite you into my places of misery, may your wonderful light shine in 
all my darkness. 



 

 

 

 

- 19 - 

NOT YET, BUT STILL: DAY FIVE 
 
Some historians have labelled Bethany as the place of unfulfilled 
potential from the meaning of its name, “unripe fig”. A powerful image 
for us to hold as many of us carry the heaviness of unripe, or unfulfilled, 
things in our lives, unfulfilled prayers and unfulfilled promises. We carry 
the promise of healing while still in pain, the promise of victory while still 
weighed down by the reality of the current battle, we carry the promise 
of joy while still in a season of despair. We are walking through a 
pandemic that threatens our future all the while knowing that the one 
who walks with us has promised us a future filled with hope. We are in 
an unripe season, and it is a painful place to be. Mary and Martha knew 
this pain. Their brother had fallen ill so they sent word to Jesus, but He 
didn’t arrive in time, and Lazarus died. The sisters were crushed with 
disappointment. Their expectations of God didn’t resemble their reality. 
They could have walked away… They could have given up hope and 
suppressed their disappointment and engaged in a superficial 
relationship with Jesus, but they didn’t. They chose to run to Jesus with 
their pain instead of away from Him! They persevered, and with their 
perseverance came the fulfilment of a promise. Jesus did show up in 
Bethany, and in a place coined ‘unfulfilled potential’, He brought 
fulfilment to a promise and Lazarus walked out of the grave. The thing 
about unripe fruit is that in time, if we continue to nature it, it becomes 
ripe! Is this not the power of the gospel? In the end, it is good! If it is not 
good, then it is not the end! He who promised is faithful! After the cross 
comes the empty tomb. In the space between, our job is to persevere; to 
keep nurturing the promise. The writers in scripture knew this well, that 
is why they continually say, persevere! Don’t give up! Fight the good 
fight! Run the race! Press on! Hold on to hope because “hope does not 
disappoint us” Rom 5:5 
 

Prayer: As we navigate the space between the promise and its 
fulfilment, grant us supernatural hope courage to press on. 



 

 

 

 

- 20 - 

THE POWER OF A TESTIMONY: DAY SIX 
 
The miracle of the raising of Lazarus had a profound effect on the 
community of Bethany, in fact, it made such a tremendous mark on the 
community that today the town is no longer called Bethany, it is called 
Lazariyeh, “The place of Lazarus.” The testimony of what Jesus did that 
day is recalled and remembered by the people of that community daily! 
This is a wonderfully powerful thing! The art of remembrance can be our 
greatest place of encouragement and strength as we navigate stormy 
seas! We see it all over scripture… I recall David as he faced Goliath; he 
did not look forward in fear, instead he looked back and remembered 
the faithfulness of His God and he was instantly strengthened to face the 
battle. I think about Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego; they faced the 
fiery furnace with courage because they had developed a history with 
their God! “The God we serve is able to rescue us” Daniel 3:17. The word 
testimony comes from the Hebrew word that means to reveal, repeat 
and do again. When we recall our testimony, we are reminding our 
weary souls of God’s heart for us, God’s power within us and God’s 
faithfulness towards us. When we look back and notice the tapestry of 
God’s grace woven throughout our history, we are encouraged to face 
the future. “Remember the things I have done in the past.  For I alone am 
God…”-Isaiah 46:9 
Do you remember the good things your father has done for you? 
When last did you just sit and think back to when God fist started to call 
you close? To the times you have seen His power and His hand at work in 
your life? To those unexplainable things that happened on your journey 
that make you smile because you know God was responsible. When last 
did you think back to the cross where our King, our Jesus died for us, 
sacrificed His life that we may truly live? As we face or own graveyard 
moments, may we choose to remember that we serve the God 
resurrection life. 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, in times of trial help me remember. 
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GROUP NOTES 
 

PLACES JESUS WALKED - BETHANY 
 
Welcome:   
Have you ever experienced the power of hospitality?  
What did it do for you? 
 
Worship:  
Listen to the song Take courage: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=take+courage 
 
Word:  
Read: Luke 10:38-42; Romans 5:5; Isaiah 46:9 

 Why do you think Christ calls us to persevere?  

 Have there been any moments lately where you have felt like 

giving up? If so, what do you do/where do you go to find 

strength?  

 Why do you think Jesus asks us to be concerned about getting 

into His presence?  

 Why do you think remembering what God has done is a valuable 

asset for self-care?  

 
Work:  
Take a moment each day.  
Reflect on one good thing God has done for you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

- 22 - 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

- 23 - 
 


